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Squalor on an 
unimagineable scale   
Horrified RSPCA inspectors found a couple sharing 
their filthy ramshackle Cumbrian farmhouse with more 
than 70 dogs and 20 cats. 

During a joint investigation with Cumbria Trading Standards and the  
police, a team of RSPCA inspectors found the house had become a foul-smelling 
kennel for dozens of dogs, with the walls, floors and furniture covered in dog 
excrement. Two dead cats were on the filthy floors amongst the dogs. 

RSPCA Inspector Chris Towler said: “Nothing could have prepared us for what we 
found inside this farmhouse. It was one of the worst scenes I have come across in 
my 27 years with the RSPCA.” Collies and terriers were living as an indoor feral pack 
fighting over food, with the weaker ones going hungry and thirsty. Most of the cats 
were being kept in shocking conditions in a makeshift pen – its floor was soaking wet.

Four dogs were found locked in a dark barn, the floor was covered in a sludge of 
faeces and mud. One of the desperate dogs had learnt to clamber up a fence so 
that it could drink rain water from a lopsided gutter. 

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.uk/prosecutions/annualreport

 

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Chris Towler

DEFENDANTS: Male 54*, farmer; 
female 57, unemployed 

OFFENCES: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4 and s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
20

SENTENCE: Both disqualified from 
keeping animals** for life; 160-day 
suspended prison sentences; six-
week curfew orders; £10,000 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: Scott Duff &  
Co. Solicitors

Why we do what we do
The animals we rescue 
can go from this

!!! to this

Our mission:
The RSPCA will, by all lawful 
means, prevent cruelty, promote 
kindness to and alleviate suffering 
of animals by…enforcing the law.

“The Royal Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals undertakes most 
prosecutions for animal cruelty. It has 
long-established expertise in both the 
investigation and prosecution of cases 
involving animal welfare.”
The Solicitor General, Hansard,
 13 March 2003, col 427.

“There appears to be no body other 
than the RSPCA with the requisite 
experience to undertake animal  
welfare prosecutions”
Para 258, EFRA Report on the draft Animal 
Welfare Bill HC 52–1.

“At the moment almost all the welfare work is done by the RSPCA with police support 
where required…were the RSPCA, as a charity, to decide next week not to do this work 
any more none of the rest of us in the public service could pick it up. Animal welfare 
would not be furthered; it would be significantly disadvantaged.”
EFRA Select Committee into the Animal Welfare Bill, Questions 626 and 639, 2005.

!!!  COVER STORY

*Age given in case summary boxes refers to the defendant’s age at the time of conviction.
** Throughout this report disqualified from keeping animals includes owning animals, keeping animals, participating in the 

keeping of animals and from being party to an arrangement under which the person is entitled to control or influence the 
way in which animals are kept.
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For the last 189 years, generations of RSPCA inspectors have investigated those who abuse or neglect 
animals. We prosecute without fear or favour, based on the evidence and in accordance with the 
public interest. Prosecution is our last resort. Advice to prevent suffering and guidance to correct bad 
treatment are clearly preferable. Only one RSPCA Inspectorate investigation in every 72 carried out in 
2012 led to a case file going to our separate Prosecutions Department which then decides whether a 
prosecution will be brought or not. This is a small part of our overall work and expenditure to protect 
animals. However as can be seen in the pages that follow, it remains a vital tool that the RSPCA can 
use in appropriate cases to further its charitable purposes to prevent or suppress cruelty to animals. 

Michael Tomlinson RSPCA CHAIR OF TRUSTEES

As the RSPCA’s Chief Inspectorate Officer I am deeply proud of my Inspectorate colleagues. We 
have just over 300 inspectors supported by our animal welfare officers and animal collection officers, 
working throughout England and Wales, responding to more than 150,000 complaints of cruelty every 
year. I salute their professionalism in offering advice and support and where necessary in pursuing 
investigations that result in case files being presented to our skilled and much admired Prosecutions 
team for independent consideration. The Inspectorate is a small but profoundly dedicated team, 
receiving no funding from the taxpayer. They exist only because of the support of the public, working 
closely in the community with our valued colleagues in the police. I would also like to recognise the 
achievements of our Special Operations Unit, dedicated to identifying and bringing to justice those 

The RSPCA’s successful prosecution of the Heythrop Hunt (see page 34) was a high-profile case and received considerable 
attention. The Charity Commission dismissed a complaint about the case from Simon Hart MP, the former chief executive 
of the pro-bloodsports Countryside Alliance. The Attorney General, responding to a parliamentary debate about RSPCA 
prosecutions, affirmed such private prosecutions as a “fundamental and important right that we have in a free society” 
and he recognised that “the RSPCA, through its charitable work, has performed an extremely valuable role in dealing with 
animal welfare and cruelty issues”. Some of that value is visible in the following pages of this report. 

Ray Goodfellow RSPCA CHIEF LEGAL OFFICER

responsible for some of the very worst forms of animal cruelty. Finally I’d like to pay tribute to all our colleagues on the RSPCA 24-hour 
Cruelty Line who respond to 1.163 million calls from the public every year. This report is testament to their work.

Kevin Degenhard RSPCA CHIEF INSPECTORATE OFFICER

2012 was a year of UK sporting triumph with remarkable achievements epitomised by the 
London Olympics and Paralympic Games. For RSPCA inspectors and our Prosecutions 
Department there were less salubrious ‘sporting’ activities to deal with. Combating wildlife 
crime is a feature of the RSPCA’s work and 2012 produced many cases of deliberate cruelty 
and abuse of our native wild animals, sometimes in the name of ‘sport’.

Amazingly, there are still those who participate in the ‘sports’ of badger digging and 
foxing, which usually entails sending dogs underground to hunt down badgers and foxes. 
We still have red coat hunts flouting the law and there are still many who take birds from 
the wild to be sold for profit, causing great suffering as a consequence.

Exotics 16–17
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 !!! RSPCA PROSECUTIONS DEPARTMENT

In 2012 RSPCA inspectors submitted more than 2,000 cases to the 
Prosecutions Department. This was the highest number of cases seen 
by RSPCA prosecutions staff since 2008, when numbers increased 
following the introduction of the Animal Welfare Act 2006. We had 
hoped that this increase in animal cruelty and neglect cases would 
begin to subside once the new legislation became established, but our 
2012 figures show that this may take a little longer than first thought.

However, when animals are abused to the extent that criminal offences are 
committed it is entirely proper for the RSPCA to consider prosecution as a means  
by which its charitable objectives can be achieved.

Unfortunately, 2012 statistics clearly show an increase in the number of cases 
reported for consideration for criminal proceedings, more individuals committing 
offences, more convictions being secured in the Magistrates’ Courts and more 
prison sentences imposed.

These statistics are depressing for those who are concerned with the welfare  
of animals.

The facts and figures

THE NEED FOR THE RSPCA TO REMAIN VIGILANT AND TO DEAL WITH

ANIMAL CRUELTY IS ABUNDANTLY CLEAR, JUSTICE FOR ANIMALS 

MUST BE DONE AND BE SEEN TO BE DONE.

RSPCA PROSECUTION STATISTICS FOR ENGLAND AND WALES 2012 2011 2010

Cases reported to RSPCA Prosecutions Department 2,093 2,018 1,830

People reported to RSPCA Prosecutions Department 3,181 3,036 2,777

Convictions secured in the Magistrates’ Court 4,168 3,114 2,441

Defendants convicted (juvenile offenders) 1,552 (28) 1,341 (24) 1,086 (24)

Defendants with all offences dismissed after evidence 33 25 28

Offenders cautioned* 525 540 472

Offences for which cautioned* 729 780 595

People reported but decision not to prosecute or caution because  
evidential and/or public interest tests not met 974 951 981

* Formal non statutory caution – offence has been committed, but not in the public interest to prosecute.
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The horrific exhumation of two newborn puppies that were 
buried alive in the defendants’ garden left those involved shocked
to the core. 

Nine dogs and 15 puppies were removed from disgusting conditions, with most being 
confined in wooden rabbit hutches, lying in their own faeces and urine. It is thought  
the dogs were locked away for 23 hours at a time; some were suffering from worms  
and diarrhoea.

However, worse was to come and little could have prepared RSPCA Inspector Jayne 
Bashford and those with her for what they were about to discover. The couple’s six-
year-old son told a police officer: “Puppy dies in the sand”. A full search was rapidly 
carried out and two buried puppies were discovered in a shallow grave under a layer 
of soil. They were squealing, writhing and gasping for breath. The Jack Russell puppies 
were desperately fighting for life, but tragically could not be saved due to severe 
dehydration and diarrhoea. The puppies had to be humanely euthanased on site to 
prevent further suffering. Everyone present during this grim discovery was shocked 
and distressed by what they had seen. The vet described the scene as: “One of the 
most horrific ever witnessed”. 

After sentencing, demonstrators outside the court cheered Inspector Bashford as she 
left the proceedings.

Inspector Bashford said: “For as long as I work for the RSPCA that day will remain one 
which I will never forget. The dogs confined in rabbit hutches had no bedding and 
barked uncontrollably as if pleading for help. They have remained in our care for nearly 
a year because the defendants would not sign them over to us. Finally they can begin 
to get over their traumatic past and experience what it is like to be a much loved and 
cherished pet.”

The story was covered by newspapers in UK, Canada and Nigeria. To view the video 
footage and read the full story go to: www.rspca.org.uk/prosecutions/annualreport

Puppies buried alive
INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Jayne Bashford

DEFENDANTS: Male 73, unemployed; 
female 49, unemployed; male 
35, unemployed

OFFENCES:  
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4 and s9  

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 

27 

SENTENCE: All disqualified from 
keeping animals for life; 25 weeks’ 
imprisonment each. 

PROSECUTED BY:  
Pickering & Butters Solicitors
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 !!! RSPCA PROSECUTIONS DEPARTMENT

Woody, an old English sheepdog, became trapped in a two-stone tangled 
ball of his own hair because his owners were too embarrassed to take 
him out to get him treated. The pair were caught on CCTV abandoning 
Woody next to a busy road outside an animal shelter at night. 

Woody was suffering terribly. He was barely able to see, hear or walk. His ears were 
infected and full of pus and his gums were inflamed and infected. Woody had overgrown 
claws and was severely arthritic which was debilitating him; his hip joints were almost 
rigid and the weight of his coat restricted his ability to move and exacerbated his pain. 
His coat was full of faeces. It took four people more than an hour to free Woody from 
his mangy cocoon and underneath his body was covered in cysts and sores. 

Bedfordshire   

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Chris Nice

DEFENDANTS: Male 62, decorator; 
female 60, factory worker

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 
s4 and s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Four 

SENTENCE: Both disqualified from 
keeping animals for life; 22 weeks’ 
imprisonment suspended for two 
years; 250 hours unpaid work;  
£619.18 costs.

PROSECUTED BY:  
Harvey Ingram Borneos Solicitors

Unfortunately, due to behavioural 
problems, it was decided that it was in 
Woody’s best interests for him to be 
humanely euthanased. A UK national 
newspaper ran an appeal for information 
and the owners were traced.

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

Berkshire    
A vet based in Berkshire was struck off the register of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons after being found guilty of causing unnecessary 
suffering and failing to meet the needs of several animals in his care. 

Amongst them, Gus, a black-and-white cat, was taken to the practice with a broken leg. 
The defendant advised the owner that Gus needed to have a metal rod inserted in his 
leg. However, the procedure was not performed correctly and seven weeks later Gus 
was removed by police and had to have his leg amputated. 

Maisy, a German shepherd, was taken to the practice as she was being sick and had 
difficulty walking. Two weeks later Maisy was still being sick and was still struggling to 
walk. She was found covered in vomit in a sticky kennel that was too small for her. She 
had been misdiagnosed and had not received the correct treatment. Her owners were 
horrified and, almost a fortnight after she became ill, Maisy was humanely euthanased.

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICERS: RSPCA Inspector 
Derek Wilkins and RSPCA Inspector Nicola Thorne

DEFENDANT: Male 53, veterinary surgeon

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4 and s9

PLEAS: Not guilty

IT TOOK FOUR PEOPLE MORE THAN AN HOUR TO 

FREE WOODY FROM HIS MANGY COCOON.

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: Two

SENTENCE: Disqualified from keeping animals for life; 
21 weeks’ imprisonment.

PROSECUTED BY: abv Solicitors 
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A white Sussex chicken called Crombie endured terrible fear and suffering 
at the hands of boys who stole her from a private garden in Bristol.

Crombie was picked up, shaken and chased down for 20 minutes before being 
punched in the head. She was eventually killed by another boy who wanted to end her 
misery. The family, who owned a total of 10 chickens and regarded them as pets, were 
left distraught. 

The sadistic events were recorded on one of the boy’s mobile phones. They boasted, 
saying: “... pulled its head off…I’m still laughing about it now.”

The father of one of the boys said he was “gobsmacked” by the behaviour of his son, 
this being done the day after they returned from a nature-based family holiday. 
Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.uk/prosecutions/annualreport 

Bristol
INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Kim Downs

DEFENDANTS: Three males  
17, schoolboys

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4 and s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Four 

SENTENCES: Referral order for eight 
months for one youth and six-month 
referral orders for the other two. All 
ordered to pay £450 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: Glynns Solicitors

A woman was found 
keeping 60 collie-type dogs 
in appalling conditions. 

The RSPCA received information that 
stray dogs had attacked and killed a 
sheep at a nearby farm. On approaching 
the cottage out of which the dogs had 
escaped, dogs appeared out of bushes 
and trees and then disappeared again. 
They seemed very nervous. 

Inside the cottage the smell of dog faeces 
and urine was overwhelming. Inspector 
Kirsty Withnall found the rooms were 
dark and completely filthy. She had to 
step up into the living room and when 
she looked down she realised she was 
stepping up onto a thick layer of dog 
excrement. The area was spongy and wet 
and the walls and knocked-over furniture 
were also caked in excrement. There were 
five dogs locked in the room, unable to 
escape. Upstairs the floorboards were 
rotting and there were holes in the floor, 
making it unsafe. Inspector Withnall said: 
“It was an unbelievable sight to see a 
property in this condition with dogs and 
their owner still apparently living inside.” 

Many of the dogs were itching; some 
had a large amount of hair loss and had 
red, sore areas of skin. None of the dogs 
were used to being handled. Most were 
frightened and showed signs of aggression, 

Buckinghamshire

having to be caught using a grasper. Once 
in RSPCA care it became apparent that six 
of the females were pregnant.

The dogs had not been treated for flea 
allergies or hair loss. The woman said 
she had not asked anyone for help and 
that she had the dogs for her security. 
It took several visits before all of the 
dogs were finally caught. Some of them 
had to be euthanased as they were ill, 
displaying aggressive behaviour or would 
not respond to human contact. However, 
a large number of the animals were 
successfully rehomed.

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport 

CROMBIE WAS PICKED UP, SHAKEN AND CHASED DOWN FOR 

20 MINUTES BEFORE BEING PUNCHED IN THE HEAD.

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Kirsty Withnall

DEFENDANT: Female 66, retired 

OFFENCES: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Five

SENTENCE: Disqualified from 
keeping animals for life; 16 weeks’ 
imprisonment suspended for two 
years; 200 hours unpaid work; 
£8,971.30 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: 
Harvey Ingram Borneos Solicitors
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 !!! RSPCA PROSECUTIONS DEPARTMENT

A woman hoarded cats believing she was a spiritual healer of animals 
that came to her for help and refuge. She claimed modern veterinary 
medicine rarely worked but that she could heal animals with the power 
of thought. Any animal that crossed the woman’s path seemingly ended 
up in the squalid ‘prison’ that was the woman’s house.

The smell within the house was horrific and suffocating. Amongst the rubbish were 
pools of cat urine and faeces. The house was full of cats, some sitting on top of the 
mess, some in cupboards or in boxes in various rooms. The police officer who attended 
the scene, and had over 25 years service, said: “I can quite honestly say that this house 
was one of the dirtiest, smelliest houses I have ever witnessed.” 

Twelve cats were found to be suffering from severe periodontal disease. Some were 
so bad that they had pus coming from their gums as their teeth were so rotten.

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.uk/prosecutions/annualreport

Cambridgeshire
INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Justin Stubbs

DEFENDANT: Female, age not  
given, unemployed

OFFENCES: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4 and s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Two

SENTENCE: Disqualified from 
keeping animals for life; 24-month 
community order preventing her 
from feeding wildlife and domestic 
animals and exclusion from all shops 
that have animals for sale. 

PROSECUTED BY: 
Greenwoods Solicitors LLP

Cheshire
Two school boys set fire to frogs while filming the torture on their 
mobile telephones. 

The video footage depicted horrific scenes. Three frogs were initially killed by having 
their heads thrust against the side of a barbeque lid as well as having their hind limbs 
twisted. Some had their head and body stood on while their hind limbs were pulled.  
A further three frogs were burned alive while being pushed back into the barbeque 
lid with a stick and finally a single frog was maimed. The boys were heard on the video 
saying how funny it was. 

It is hoped that the RSPCA’s prosecution of them and future input from the probation 

ANY ANIMAL THAT CROSSED THE 

WOMAN’S PATH SEEMINGLY ENDED UP

IN THE SQUALID ‘PRISON’ THAT WAS 

THE WOMAN’S HOUSE.

service, as part of their referral order, 
will help to address their anti-social 
behaviour towards animals.

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Emma Timmis

DEFENDANTS: Two males 14, school 
boys

OFFENCES: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Two

SENTENCE: Both disqualified from 
keeping reptiles and amphibians 
for four years; nine-month referral 
orders; £250 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: Metcalfe Johnston 
McCormick Solicitors

SOME HAD THEIR HEAD AND BODY STOOD ON 

WHILE THEIR HIND LIMBS WERE PULLED.
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Four eight-year-old liver-and-
white English springer spaniels 
were discovered living in squalid 
conditions and suffering from a 
multitude of conditions.

The dogs called Lucky, Whisky, Serena 
and Jade were caked in dog faeces. They 
had staining on their feet indicating they 
had been subjected to poor conditions 
for some time. Jade had a huge mass 
weighing half a kilo hanging from her 
stomach. It was so large it would have 
taken several months, if not years, to get 
to that size. Serena was suffering from 
a severe flea infestation and had a bald 
area down her back and a fresh sore on 
her tail. All four dogs had advanced stages 
of dental disease causing them significant 
pain. Inspector Jon Phipps called the local 
vets who were located on the same road, 
less than half a mile away.

Sadly Whisky, Jade and Lucky did not 
recover from underlying untreatable 
conditions however Serena made a  

Cornwall

Two white German shepherd-type 
dogs called Sapphire and Sammy 
were underweight and living in poor 
conditions with a cat called Tigger.

The charity took her to a vet.

Police accompanied RSPCA Inspector Chris 
Towler to the property where they found 
Sammy was also emaciated and riddled 
with fleas. Sammy’s bones were clearly 
protruding. He weighed 15.6kg, had tartar 
on his teeth and a painful ear condition. 
His ribs were clearly visible and he had 
overlong and neglected nails.

Tigger, a tabby-and-white male cat, had 
fleas and although he had a thick coat his 
bones could be easily felt when touched. 
The home smelled of urine and ammonia.

Read the full story at www.rspca.org.uk/
prosecutions/annualreport

full recovery and has found a loving  
new home.

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport 

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Jon Phipps

DEFENDANTS: Male 66, retired; 
female 33, office worker 

OFFENCES: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4 and s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS:  

Four

SENTENCE: Both disqualified 
from keeping dogs for 10 years. He 
received a six-month curfew order; 
£2,835.16 costs. She received 150 
hours of unpaid work; £1,000 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: 
Nash and Co. Solicitors LLP

Cumbria

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: RSPCA 
Inspector Chris Towler

DEFENDANTS: Male 35, unemployed; 
female 22, unemployed

OFFENCES: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4 and s9

PLEAS: Man guilty, woman not guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 10

SENTENCE: Both disqualified from 
keeping animals for five years. He  
was ordered to complete 210 hours  
of unpaid work; £500 costs. She was 
given a 12-month conditional  
discharge; £300 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: 
Scott Duff & Co. Solicitors

Their owners handed over responsibility 
of Sapphire to Second Chances GSD 
Rescue. The charity was horrified by the 
emaciated state Sapphire was in. She was 
extremely thin with protruding spine, 
ribs and pelvis. She had very little muscle 
mass covering her and weighed just 11kg, 
whereas she should have weighed 25kg. 
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 !!! RSPCA PROSECUTIONS DEPARTMENT !!! RSPCA PROSECUTIONS DEPARTMENT

Equines
“There can be no doubt that the RSPCA has seen a significant increase in 
offences relating to the unnecessary suffering inflicted on equines. The 
number of animals abandoned and abused is of grave concern. The increase 
is due, in part, to the current economic climate. Equines not only require 
devotion from their owners and those responsible for their care but a 
substantial financial commitment as well. At the time of writing the RSPCA 
has more than 600 horses, ponies and donkeys in our care costing £3.5 
million a year in boarding and veterinary fees alone. Our dedicated staff and 
supporters have achieved some remarkable success in returning many of 

these abused and neglected animals to good health.”

Phil Wilson
RSPCA Prosecutions Department

Beauty, a black mare, was found with a 
smaller skewbald mare called Lady Red 
in a timber and corrugated-metal clad 
converted garage that had been built at 
the back of a house on a housing estate. 
There was no feed or bedding available to 
the ponies. The water trough comprised 
of a black bin and was half full of stagnant 
water. The floor of the garage was wet 
and covered in faeces. Beauty was very 
thin, with her hip bones and spine clearly 
visible. She had flaky skin with evidence 

of a lice infestation. Lady Red appeared 
lethargic, subdued and disinterested in 
her surroundings. She was in extremely 
thin body condition, her spine, ribs and 
hips were prominent with little fat cover. 
Both ponies’ coats were dull and caked 
with faecal material on their legs and 
bellies and they were observed eating 
their own faeces. 

A young man approached and was 
immediately verbally abusive and 

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Hannah Bryer

DEFENDANTS: Male 21, joiner; male  
17, unemployed

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 
s4 and s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF 

CONVICTIONS: Six

SENTENCE: The older man was 
disqualified from keeping equines for 
20 years. He received eight weeks’ 
imprisonment suspended for twelve 
months; 100 hours unpaid work; 
£2,267.41 costs. The younger man 
showed genuine remorse and we 
agreed to work with him, educating 
him in aspects of animal welfare. 
He was disqualified from keeping 
equines for three years; received a 
community rehabilitation order and 
was ordered to pay £250 costs. 

PROSECUTED BY: MBA Solicitors 

An all-too-typical case of neglect

10
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threatening towards Inspector Bryer. 
It became apparent that Lady Red had 
been exercised by pulling a race cart 
four miles at a trot every other day for 
a month. The man had failed to provide 
her with any additional food thereby 
aggravating her weight loss. 
Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

Severely malnourished and riddled 
with lice and worms, these Shire horses 
huddled together in a filthy, freezing, 
overgrazed field. 

A vet was called to the land after an 
exhausted horse was found tangled in 
barbed wire, caked in mud and unable 
to stand. The RSPCA advised alternative 
housing needed to be sought for all the 
horses, however after several visits this 
was not met and the horses were taken 
into police possession on veterinary 
advice. The 16 Shires were kept in a totally 
unsuitable field which was poached 
(churned up) and deep with mud. There 
was no suitable shelter or dry resting 
area and the field was strewn with 

hazards such as glass, wood, wire, nails, 
building materials and had a deep hole 
that was only partially covered. Many 
were standing in such deep mud that 
the vet could not examine their hooves. 
As the weather conditions worsened so 
did their physical health. Some of the 
horses were in poor body condition and 
clearly underweight. One black Shire 
cross was non-weight bearing on one leg 

due to a hoof abscess. The horses had 
received little or no handling adding to 
the difficulty in managing all aspects of 
their care. The vet found a number of 
them to be underweight, disinterested 
and unsteady. Others had foot rot and 
liver damage caused by eating poisonous 
ragwort. They received appropriate 
treatment and rehabilitation and now 
many have found new homes.

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Chief Inspector Cathy Hyde

DEFENDANT: Male 66, occupation 
not given 

OFFENCES: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4 and s9

PLEAS: Not guilty to 54 s4 offences, 

guilty to two s9 offences

TOTAL NUMBER OF 
CONVICTIONS: 56

SENTENCE: Disqualified from 
keeping equines for life; 300 
hours unpaid work; 12 weeks’ 
curfew between 8pm and 7am; 
£85,736.17 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: 
Baldwin Wyatt Solicitors

Abuse on a grand scale

11
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 !!! RSPCA PROSECUTIONS DEPARTMENT

A vile stench greeted police officers as they executed a search warrant 
at a suspect’s house. RSPCA Inspectors discovered dozens of makeshift 
cages, some caked with bird droppings well over a foot deep, housing 
more than 60 wild birds and 16 parrots. 

Derbyshire

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA SOU Inspector Carroll Lamport

DEFENDANT: Male 67, retired 

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 
2006 s4 and s9 and Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 s1 and s18 

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 34

SENTENCE: Disqualified from keeping 
birds and poultry for 10 years; four 
months’ imprisonment suspended for 
two years; electronically tagged for four 
months; £1,800 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: GV Hale & Co. Solicitors

The birds included marsh tits, blackbirds, 
hawfinches, nuthatches, wheatears, 
siskins, bramblings and yellowhammers. 
Three whitethroats were found in the 
kitchen and our inspectors also found 
a drill, adapted plier-type tools and 
various bird rings, commonly associated 
with ring tampering. The birds were 
kept in very dirty conditions with mice 
running in the cages. Food and water 
containers were filthy and in some the 
water was green or black in colour. 

Some of the cages had dead and 
decomposing birds in them.

Two skylarks were unable to fly – one 
of them had feet that were clogged 
together with faeces. An independent 
bird expert examined the birds and found 
some had tampered rings. Fifty-seven of 
the birds were placed into RSPCA care. 

Read the full story and see video footage 
at: www.rspca.org.uk/prosecutions/
annualreport

A couple from Devon allowed 
two dogs to almost starve to 
death and failed to treat terrible 
sores on one of them. Both 
dogs, a male six-year-old dog 
and a female eight-year-old dog, 
were emaciated and covered in 
fleas. The male dog was a former 
champion greyhound and had 
won the greyhound St Leger 
race at Wimbledon. He had once 
changed hands for £50,000.

During the veterinary examination the 
male dog would scream out in pain if 
touched near his tail. When standing his 
head was lowered and he appeared very 
subdued with reduced responsiveness. 
After a period of five minutes it became 
difficult for him to stand and his legs 
started buckling beneath him. 

Devon

 In sentencing, the chairman of the 
bench said had it not been for the 
defendants’ medical conditions, 
immediate imprisonment would have 
been imposed. RSPCA Inspector Sarah 
Morris said the treatment of the dogs 
was “horrific” and the worst dog cruelty 
case she had handled in 12 years. Sadly, 

the male dog had a heart attack and 
passed away, although the female made 
a full recovery and has been found a 
loving new home. 

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 

RSPCA Inspector Sarah Morris

DEFENDANTS: Male 48, carer; female 
47, unemployed

OFFENCES: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Six

SENTENCE: Both disqualified from 
keeping animals for life; eight weeks’ 
imprisonment suspended for 12 
months; curfew orders for four 
months; ordered to pay £200 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: 
Nash and Co. Solicitors LLP
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Two brothers were fined for a “foolish prank” after they took six hens 
on a stag do. 

The hens were transported without access to food or water in cardboard boxes that 
had no additional ventilation holes. They left the chickens in the boxes in the back of 
a car for around five hours and then in a hotel bathroom for six hours. When the stag 
party returned in the early hours of the morning they discovered feathers and faeces 
everywhere. The hotel’s CCTV captured members of the party drunkenly carrying the 
chickens downstairs to the lobby area and releasing the terrified birds outside into a car 
park. One bird was seen to be taken by a fox and another was found dead. Two more 
were never found. 

RSPCA Inspector Graham Hammond attended and located two of the frightened birds, 
one was hiding in bushes, the other was on a garage roof. 

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.uk/prosecutions/annualreport

Dorset

INVESTIGATING OFFICERS: RSPCA 
Inspector Graham Hammond

DEFENDANTS: Male 23, account 
manager; male 21, student

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Two

SENTENCE: Received fines of £300 
and £110 respectively; £375 costs each.

PROSECUTED BY: 
Harold G Walker Solicitors

An author of various horse care 
publications and her husband 
were found guilty of causing 
unnecessary suffering to four  
of their horses.

Three horses were found standing well 
above the top of their stable doors due 
to the extent of the deep litter, their 
heads almost touching the stable roof. 
The straw and muck was around two feet 
deep indicating the stables had not been 
completely cleaned out for months. This 
caused the horses difficulty in standing in 
a natural position. 

The amount of muck, however, did 
not hide their horribly overgrown and 
deformed hooves. A chestnut Arab cross 
mare and a grey stallion had the clinical 
symptoms of chronic laminitis. Another 
Arab cross stallion had overgrown hooves 
and should have received appropriate 
farrier treatment. A grey mare had dental 
abnormalities. The owners had failed 

Durham to address the causes of her weight loss 
and had allowed her dental problems 
to deteriorate to such a level that they 
were untreatable. 

After sentencing, Inspector Garry Palmer 
said: “These are people who are supposed 
to know how to care for horses so it is 
even more unacceptable that they left 

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Garry Palmer 

DEFENDANTS: Female 61, equine 
author; male 56, unemployed

OFFENCES: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4 and s9

PLEAS: Not guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
12

SENTENCE: Both disqualified from 
keeping equines for life; deprivation 
order in respect of an Arab cross 
stallion; £250 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: 
Freeman Johnson Solicitors

these animals in such poor conditions. 
By disqualifying the defendants from 
keeping horses the court has recognised 
how important it is that no other animals 
are made to endure the same fate.”

Read the full story and see video footage 
at: www.rspca.org.uk/prosecutions/
annualreport 
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A mother and her son were fined 
after they arranged for someone 
to cut off the tails of their 
springer spaniel puppies.

Patcher, Whiner, Lightning and Black Lip 
were only a few days old when their tails 
were docked by a person advertising 
online. Another puppy named Chubby 
did not have his tail docked.

After sentencing, RSPCA Inspector 
Andrew Kirby said: “It has been illegal for 
six years now to have dogs’ tails docked, 
unless they are expected to be working 
dogs, and then only by a qualified vet 
within strict guidelines. To get someone 
to come to your house and cut the tails 
off your puppies is, quite simply, cruel 
and a criminal offence.”

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

East Sussex

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Andrew Kirby

DEFENDANTS: Female 43, housewife; male 
20, unemployed; male 16, student

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 s6

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: Three

SENTENCE: 16-month conditional 
discharge; £140 costs each.  
The 16-year-old received an  
absolute discharge*.

PROSECUTED BY: 
David Buck & Co. Solicitors

*Absolute discharge is a conviction without additional penalty.

Shadow, a four-year-old female 
German shepherd dog suffered 
from a chronic skin condition for 
at least six weeks.

She had extensive hair loss, sore flaky skin, 
especially on her feet and legs and was 
malnourished. Her owners declined to 
sign Shadow over into RSPCA care so she 
was seized by the police. She received 
immediate veterinary treatment for her 
skin and sores.

When sentencing, magistrates indicated 
both defendants had come very close 
to immediate imprisonment. Magistrates 
highlighted that this was an appalling case 
of unnecessary suffering to an animal that 
very clearly needed immediate veterinary 
intervention. Failure to do so had directly 
led to the most appalling suffering.

Shadow, now known as Maggie, has been 
adopted by RSPCA Inspector Gill Corder 
who says: “Maggie is very comfortable 
with us here. When I groom her beautiful 
coat I am reminded how different life is 
for her now. She is a kind, fabulous dog 

East Yorkshire
now in her element and it is as though 
she says thank you to us every day.”

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Gill Corder

DEFENDANTS: Male 39, occupation 
not given; female 34, housewife

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Two

SENTENCE: Both disqualified from 
keeping animals for 10 years; 16 
weeks’ imprisonment suspended for 
two years; 150 hours unpaid work; 
£500 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: MBA Solicitors
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A man shot his family’s dog, a 
bull terrier, multiple times with 
an air rifle and slashed him eight 
times with a meat cleaver before 
attaching a noose and abandoning 
him by a busy road.

Barney was found covered in bluebottles 
with maggots eating his flesh. The cord 
around his neck was cutting into him 
causing him even further distress.

Vets were forced to euthanase Barney 
at the scene because his injuries were so 
severe. His owner was traced through  
the dog’s microchip.

Police attended the defendant’s home 
and discovered the dog’s blood on the 
meat cleaver.

In sentencing, magistrates said: “This was 
a sustained, brutal and horrific attack on 
an animal with a clear intent to kill. 

Essex

Two separate weapons were used and 
you left the animal, assuming it was 
dead. This is the most serious attack 
that could be imagined.” 

Afterwards, RSPCA Inspector Steve 
Craddock commented: “This was a 
deeply upsetting case to have to deal 
with and it is reassuring that magistrates 
have imposed the maximum sentence 
they can for this horrific crime.”

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Steve Craddock

DEFENDANT: Male 44, carer

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Two

SENTENCE: Disqualified from 
keeping animals for life; 26 weeks’ 
imprisonment; deprivation order in 
respect of his remaining animals; the 
weapons were forfeited and destroyed. 

PROSECUTED BY: 
Harris Cuffaro & Nichols Solicitors

A man stabbed his estranged 
wife’s cat to death to spite her 
following a drunken argument.

The cream-and-grey cat called Koko was 
nursing her four 12-week-old kittens at 
the time. The defendant claimed when he 
tried to pick the kittens up Koko attacked 
him. Witnesses said they saw the man 
throwing the cat around in the kitchen 
before seeing him make stabbing actions. 
He then tossed her blood-soaked body 
over the garden fence.

Koko was still covered in blood when 
RSPCA Inspector Phillip Mann found her 
even though it had been raining heavily. 
The defendant referred to Koko as vermin.

A post-mortem revealed a blade had 
been plunged into Koko so hard it 
reached her heart, severing the aorta.

Magistrates were shown pictures of 
small scratches on the man, which were 
consistent with cat scratches but in no 
way life-threatening, as he claimed he 
had feared for his life.

Gloucestershire  
After the hearing RSPCA Inspector 
Mann said the injuries caused to the 
cat were among the worst he had seen 
in 21 years’ service.

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Phillip Mann

DEFENDANT: Male 60, unemployed

OFFENCE: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4

PLEA: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
One

SENTENCE: Disqualified from 
keeping animals for 20 years; 14 
weeks’ imprisonment.

PROSECUTED BY: 
Nicholas Sutton Solicitors

HE THEN TOSSED HER 

BLOOD-SOAKED BODY OVER 

THE GARDEN FENCE.
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 !!! RSPCA PROSECUTIONS DEPARTMENT

Exotics
“The two cases featured here all too graphically illustrate some of the issues 
we encounter with exotic pets. Meeting the needs of such animals in captivity 
requires specialist knowledge of their unique and specific requirements, and 
sourcing reliable care information on these animals can be difficult.

Undoubtedly the internet allows impulse buying of animals that previously 
would not have been readily available. The first case illustrates how traders 
use and abuse this burgeoning trade with financial profit being the only 
motivating factor. The welfare of the animals supplied by these traders was 
completely ignored. 

In the second case the defendant, who should have known better, kept 
these unusual animals in nothing more than standard hamster-type cages. 
Conditions were unhygienic and filthy. With the onset of ill health the 
defendant failed to recognise and deal with these matters adequately.

Exotic animals have unique care requirements, people buying and selling 
these animals need to ensure they provide for their every need. Failure to  
do so may lead to animals suffering and the possibility of prosecution.” 

Andy Shipp
RSPCA Prosecutions Department

Packages containing exotic animals were sent across the country in  
little more than boxes marked ‘fragile’. 

Two small terrapins were found in plastic bags containing water, all packaged inside 
a cardboard box with newspaper and bubble wrap. A second package contained two 
axolotls, inside water bags, one of which had burst.

The courier company confirmed 16 packages had been collected and delivered to various 
locations within six weeks. The packages had been described as pet foods, pet foods and 
treats or pet supplies. None of the orders placed were described as containing live animals.

Veterinary evidence confirmed the men had failed to provide a suitable environment 
during transit by incorrect labelling and use of innapropriate carriers. He also confirmed 
the axolotls would have suffered by being placed in incorrect packaging which caused 
the bag to burst. 

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.uk/prosecutions/annualreport

Disqualification for men who sent reptiles through the post

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Vicki Dawe

DEFENDANTS: Male 28, unemployed; 
male 24, unemployed 

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 
s4 and s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Five

SENTENCE: Both disqualified from 
keeping aquatic animals for 10 years. 
The older man was ordered to 
undertake 60 hours unpaid work; 
£1,000 costs. The younger man 
received a three-year conditional 
discharge; £3,130 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: 
Chancellors Lea Brewer LLP Solicitors

16
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INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Michael Beaman

DEFENDANT: Female 34, Animal 
Laboratory Technician

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4 and s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Four

SENTENCE: Disqualified from 
keeping animals for four years; 
deprivation order in respect of four 
hedgehogs; 12-month supervision 
requirement; £2,400 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: 
Turbervilles Solicitors

An animal laboratory technician with qualifications in animal care 
was found to be keeping nine African pygmy hedgehogs as pets in 
woefully poor conditions.

The woman had established herself as a hedgehog breeder with business cards for 
“happy, healthy hedgies” and ran a website giving advice to people considering 
homing hedgehogs.

Police were asked to break into her flat after concerns about a horrendous smell 
that was coming from it. Officers had to wear face masks as the smell made them 
feel nauseous. Inside they found considerable disarray with a build-up of household 
clutter. Animal cages were stacked on top of each other and contained soiled 
bedding, all housing hedgehogs. Some cages had collections of soft toys in them, 
and in others hamster wheels were coated in dried faeces. Some of the cages had 
not been cleaned out for several days and there was insufficient food and water. 

A pet carrier was on top of a large pile of household belongings and contained a 
very sick hedgehog called Blizzard who was found lying on his side and motionless, 
clearly not well. He was breathing heavily and showing signs of dehydration. When 
offered water from a syringe he started drinking immediately. 

Hedgehogs have a very keen sense of smell and ammonia is known to cause 
irritation to animals’ noses, eyes and respiratory tracts. The build-up of ammonia in 
the flat the hedgehogs were exposed to exacerbated their suffering. 

RSPCA Inspector Michael Beaman was called to attend the scene and the 
hedgehogs were seized by police. A vet found two more hedgehogs, Bungo and 

African pygmy hedgehogs

Wizbit, also in a very poor condition. 
Despite receiving intensive care the 
hedgehogs had to be euthanased on 
welfare grounds. 

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport
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A postman repeatedly smashed 
the lid of his mail trolley down 
onto a cat’s head after she jumped 
into it during his post round. 

Witnesses heard the cat screeching 
before seeing the postman throw the 
cat over an eight-foot garden hedge and 
leaving her to her fate.

They confronted the postman who was 
verbally abusive towards the women 
before carrying on with his round. The 

Greater London
incident was reported to the police, the 
RSPCA and Royal Mail. The postman was 
immediately suspended by his employer.

The 14-year-old tortoiseshell tabby called 
Tiddy was found in a nearby garden by her 
owner. Tiddy was rushed to a vet but died 
hours later from horrific internal injuries.

Tiddy’s distraught owner was in court 
throughout the trial. 

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Acting Chief Inspector  
Ben Strangwood

DEFENDANT: Male 62, unemployed 

OFFENCE: Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4

PLEA: Not guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
One
SENTENCE: Disqualified from  
keeping animals for 10 years;  
16 weeks’ imprisonment.

PROSECUTED BY: 
Stock Moran Swalwell Solicitors

A man was seen stamping his foot 
down on a black-and-white cat a 
number of times before walking 
away and returning to the scene 
about 10 minutes later with a 
towel. The witness watched as 
the man wrapped the cat up “like 
a baby” and then carried him as 
though trying to stop him from 
moving. The defendant then 
punched the cat as hard as he 
could three times after which 
the cat stopped moving. 
During interview the defendant claimed 
the cat had been attacked by a dog and 
that the cat had died after he recovered 
him. The man, who also owned a cat, 
denied stamping on or punching the cat.

DNA testing was carried out on a shoe 
belonging to the defendant that had fur 
stuck to the sole. Multiple blood stains 
were discovered and when tested these 
were found to be a 98.8 percent match to 
the blood of a domestic cat.

Greater Manchester

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Alan Ramsey

DEFENDANT: Male 38, postman 

OFFENCE: Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4

PLEA: Not guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
One

SENTENCE: Disqualified from  
keeping animals for 10 years; 24  
weeks’ imprisonment.

PROSECUTED BY: abv Solicitors
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A bearded dragon called Sophia 
was found in a dirty vivarium that 
had no UV lighting or clean water. 
Her two hind legs ended with 
stumps where her feet should 
have been. She appeared dull 
and lethargic. Another vivarium 
contained five young bearded 
dragons and two of them also 
had feet missing that looked like 
recent injuries. The defendant 
had not taken the animals to a 
vet for treatment.

The owner had no understanding about 
how to care for bearded dragons and 
had made no attempt to research how 
to look after them before getting six 
of them. The animals were signed over 
to the RSPCA and a vet specialising in 
exotic animals examined them. Three 

Hampshire
of them had to be euthanased due to 
infections spreading up their legs as a 
result of their injuries.

In interview, the woman tried to place 
the blame on her children who were 12 
years old and younger, claiming they 
were responsible for the reptiles’ day-
to-day care.

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Charlotte Eyden

DEFENDANT: Female 42, mother

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 
s4 and s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Seven

SENTENCE: Disqualified from 
keeping reptiles for five years; 
conditional discharge for 12 months; 
fined £1,500; £500 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: Paris Smith LLP

A woman who failed to get 
treatment for her six-month-old 
puppy’s skin condition, pretending 
he was a stray to avoid paying 
vets’ fees, was disqualified from 
keeping animals for 10 years.

The woman wrapped Roary, a border 
terrier puppy, in a white sheet and told 
vets she had just rescued him. Roary had 
weeping, bleeding and infected sores on 
his face, all around his neck and belly. He 
was barely able to walk due to his painful 
feet. The puppy was in a poor state with 
extensive fur loss and scabs on his head, 
jaw line and legs.  

Hereford Magistrates’ Court heard how 
Roary had been suffering from severe 
demodetic mange, a painful condition, 
for at least three months – half of his 
young life. He was signed over to the 
RSPCA and within three months made 
an amazing recovery.

The vet who treated Roary has rehomed 
him and said: “His hair has re-grown and 
he is a healthy, active little dog. He is still 

Herefordshire
a little tender on his feet and treatment 
will be ongoing for at least another six 
months and monitored for life.”

Speaking after the case, RSPCA Inspector 
Pippa Boyd said: “There is no excuse for 
allowing a dog to be in that condition for 
such a long time. I am pleased he is now 
back to a happy and healthy condition 
and has been rehomed.”

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Pippa Boyd

DEFENDANT: Female 44, housewife

OFFENCE: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4

PLEA: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
One

SENTENCE: Disqualified from 
keeping animals for 10 years; six-
month supervision order; £175 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: 
Nicholas Sutton Solicitors
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RSPCA Inspector Rebecca Bedson attended a farm with several RSPCA 
personnel, a vet and police, and found thirteen pigs suffering, four 
of which had to be euthanased at the scene on veterinary advice to 
prevent further suffering. 

Hertfordshire

The most shocking case RSPCA 
Inspector Alison Fletcher had  
dealt with in her nine-year 
career involved a young German 
shepherd called Jake who was left 
to starve to death in a rancid cage.

The crate Jake was found in was 
extremely dirty, infested with maggots 
and flies and there was a thick layer of 
faeces on the floor. There was no food 

Kent or water, no bedding or toys. There were 
ripped plastic bags, an empty takeaway 
carton and an empty water bowl all of 
which were caked in faeces. 

Jake was completely emaciated with 
every bone of his body clearly visible. His 
mouth and teeth were full of excrement 
where he had been eating his own faeces 
in an attempt to stay alive. The smell 
from the crate was overwhelming and 
potent. In interview the male defendant 
said Jake chose to lose weight and he was 
not aware that anything was wrong with 
him. The female defendant confirmed 

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Alison Fletcher

DEFENDANTS: Male 25, unemployed; 
female 27, unemployed

OFFENCES: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Four

SENTENCE: Both disqualified 
from keeping animals for life; 
male defendant sentenced to 
20 weeks’ imprisonment. Female 
defendant sentenced to 20 weeks’ 
imprisonment, suspended for one 
year; 200 hours of unpaid work;  
£200 costs. 

PROSECUTED BY: 
Chancellors Lea Brewer LLP Solicitors

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Rebecca Bedson

DEFENDANT: Male 60, farmer

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 
s4 and s9

PLEAS: Not guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Five

SENTENCE: 12 weeks’ imprisonment 
suspended for 12 months; 150 hours 
unpaid work; £1,500 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: 
Male & Wagland Solicitors

Two of the pigs were emaciated and 
another two were in poor or very poor 
body condition. They had prominent 
spines and hips and little muscle 
coverage. They also had skin lesions due 
to chronic mange and two of the pigs 
had evidence of lungworm infection.

Their keeper had no planned feeding 
regime for the pigs and they were fed 
randomly with feed simply thrown at 
their bedded area. There was no clean 
water available and when this was 
offered the pigs drank profusely. The vet 
recommended a further nine emaciated 
pigs were removed from the farm. They
were subsequently rehomed by the RSPCA.

HIS MOUTH AND TEETH WERE FULL OF EXCREMENT WHERE 

HE HAD BEEN EATING HIS OWN FAECES...TO STAY ALIVE.

Read the full story and see video footage 
at: www.rspca.org.uk/prosecutions/
annualreport

Jake would be left in the cage 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week.

The judge at Dartford Magistrates’ Court 
said this was the worst animal cruelty 
case that he had seen before him.

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport
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Bingo, a one-year-old black cat, was poisoned after a retired man 
deliberately poured antifreeze into milk and left it out in his garden.

Bingo’s owners, who lived next door to the defendant, took the cat to the vet’s but 
he died of antifreeze poisoning. The owners retrieved a tub containing liquid from 
the defendant’s garden and RSPCA Inspector Andrea Gillett investigated. A sample 
of the liquid was sent off for toxicology tests and results confirmed it contained 
ethylene glycol (antifreeze).

When interviewed the defendant said he had put antifreeze out intending to target 
foxes that were coming into his garden and causing brown patches on his lawn.

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.uk/prosecutions/annualreport

Lancashire

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: RSPCA Inspector Andrea Gillett 

DEFENDANT: Male 71, retired

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4 and s7

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: Two

SENTENCE: Six weeks’ imprisonment suspended for six 
months; curfew order for four weeks from 10pm until 
8am; £600 costs to RSPCA; £316 costs to Bingo’s owner 
to recompense her for the vet fees she had incurred. 

PROSECUTED BY: Marsden Rawsthorn LLP Solicitors

A much-loved pet dog received 
extensive burns after being 
placed in a homemade drying 
cage for twenty minutes by a 
dog groomer.

The dryer consisted of a steel cage fixed 
to a heater and covered with a tarpaulin. 
Trudie, a seven-year-old golden cocker 
spaniel, suffered extensive burns and 
internal injuries when she was literally 
cooked alive.

When the dog groomer found Trudie 
she rushed her to a vet. She was given 
antibiotics and pain relief before having 
her wounds attended to, but her skin 
started to peel and blister. She had 
serious burn injuries to her stomach area 
and to the top of her left leg. She was 
dehydrated, had internal bleeding and her 
temperature was ‘off the scale’. Trudie’s 
owner agreed to end her suffering and 
she was humanely euthanased.

When the case went to trial the 
defendant said she was a qualified dog 
groomer and had long experience in 
looking after animals. She maintained 

Leicestershire
she kept a proper observation on Trudie 
during the 20-minute drying process and 
she had not been distracted.  

In summing up the magistrates said: “We 
find it difficult to accept the evidence 
that the dog, Trudie, was checked every 
few minutes. The injuries were caused 
during the drying process. You failed in 
your duty to keep her from harm.”

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Sally Kearns

DEFENDANT: Female 32, dog groomer 

OFFENCE: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s9

PLEA: Not guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
One

SENTENCE: Conditional discharge for 
12 months; £350 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: 
Headleys Solicitors



 !!! RSPCA PROSECUTIONS DEPARTMENT

Hoarding 
“Hoarders often begin with a small number of animals and good intentions. 
As numbers gradually increase they lose sight of the growing problem before 
them. This in turn can lead to an inability to meet the needs of their animals 
fully. Sadly without our timely intervention the welfare of these animals can 

be severely compromised.” 

Terry Stroud 
RSPCA Prosecutions Department

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Graham Hammond 

DEFENDANT: Female 29, fast food 
restaurant worker

OFFENCES: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Four

SENTENCE: Disqualified from 
keeping rabbits for five years.

PROSECUTED BY: 
Harold G Walker Solicitors

Rabbits deprived of food and water 
88 domestic rabbits were crammed into cages and hutches in a 
garden and a bedroom with hutches stacked on top of each other: 
some contained up to five rabbits each. Several hutches appeared 
derelict and broken with bare rotting floorboards and others were 
leaning backwards, exposing the animals to the elements. Two hutches 
were in direct sunlight and were completely covered with a clear 
plastic sheeting allowing no ventilation and putting the rabbits at risk 
of heat exhaustion.  

While RSPCA officers were photographing the hutches, the rabbits were seen trying to 
nibble the corners of the plastic numbers being used to identify them demonstrating 
just how desperately hungry they were.

A vet confirmed all of the rabbits were suffering due to the conditions they were kept 
in and had been subjected to both mental and physical suffering for weeks. The woman 
responsible agreed with police that she would sign them over into our care and Inspector 
Graham Hammond arranged for the rabbits to be removed, after which some rabbits 
gave birth and numbers increased to more than 100. Once transferred to a boarding 
establishment all the rabbits were given food and water. The building was quickly filled 
with the sound of tapping from the water bottles as the rabbits drank thirstily for many 
minutes. Most of them were eager to eat as soon as food was provided. 

In sentencing, the chair of the magistrates said: “…we have to protect animals from 
neglect and their welfare must be paramount. You were given many chances and 
professional assistance which you chose to ignore and you chose to deceive the RSPCA.” 

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.uk/prosecutions/annualreport

22



23

Swamped by a sea of 56 large dogs
A couple with five children who kept 56 large dogs together with cats, birds and chinchillas in their four-
bedroom local authority house was disqualified from keeping animals for eight years. 
When RSPCA Inspector Amanda Swift 
attended the property in Somerset she 
was immediately hit by an overpowering 
smell which made it difficult to breathe. 
As the door was opened she and RSPCA 
Inspector Claire Ryder were swamped 
by “a sea of dogs” that came running 
towards them. All they could see were 
dogs jumping over each other and barking 
wildly. The dogs started fighting with 
each other and their owners responded 
by shouting at them but the dogs were 
totally out of control. Some dogs were 
tethered to the stairs and at least one 
was muzzled. Dog leads were tied to 
various pieces of furniture including 
a stair-lift half-way up the stairs. The 
RSPCA inspectors had to go outside, as 
the conditions inside the house were 
unbearable, before calling the police and 
a vet for assistance.  

In the bathroom there were three cats 
in cat boxes kept there permanently 
because they had not been spayed. 
Husky puppies were also found in cages 

with faeces littered on newspaper. It 
was later found they had a coccidiosis 
infection, a parasitic disease of the 
intestinal tract. Six parakeets were being 
kept in an upstairs bedroom in dirty 
conditions. A nine-month-old child was 
found in a bed with sheets soiled with 
bird droppings. The male defendant told 
the vet he had rescued the dogs mostly 
from people who did not want them 
any more.  Many of the animals were 
suffering from complaints affecting their 
eyes, teeth, ears and skin, some of which 
persisted for up to a year after they 
were removed.  

The vet said in her opinion it was not 
possible for one family to provide the 
level of care necessary for the animals’ 
basic needs. The environment was totally 
unsuitable for keeping so many animals 
and the dogs were unable to exhibit 
normal behaviour as there were too many

in close proximity. She calculated that if 
the 56 dogs had been fed appropriately 
the bill for dog food would have totaled 
£26,880 per year.

A total of 64 animals were taken to 
RSPCA West Hatch Animal Centre where 
volunteers were called in to help care 
for the dogs. The majority of them were 
found to be seriously underweight, 
suffering from matted, dirty coats and 
some had ear infections. More than 90 
percent of the dogs showed a weight 
gain of approximately 1–2kg over a two-
week period.

The animals were all signed over  
to the RSPCA and many have now  
been rehomed.

A referral was made to Social Services  
in respect of the child.

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: RSPCA Inspector Amanda Swift

DEFENDANTS: Male 40, self employed; female 32, unemployed

OFFENCES:  Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4 and s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 18

SENTENCE: Both disqualified from keeping animals for eight years;  
 24-month conditional discharge; £250 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: Amicus Law Solicitors
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A man was fined for breaching the Hunting Act 2004 after a pregnant 
vixen was found confined in a barrel.

Lincolnshire
Police discovered a gamekeeper using 
a terrier to flush out a fox from her 
underground den. However, rather than 
immediately shooting the pregnant vixen, 
he placed her in a narrow blue barrel 
measuring 75cm high and just 30cm 
across. The Hunting Act 2004 demands 
that foxes flushed out of their dens 
are shot dead as soon as possible by a 
competent person. Police found the man 
and his accomplice after being alerted to 
the sound of shooting in a field.  

On the same day RSPCA Inspector Jon 
Knight was called to an incident a few 
miles away to what was initially believed 
to be an abandonment of puppies. 
However a total of 18 fox cubs, from at 
least three litters, were recovered from 
a ditch in two blue plastic barrels, which 
appeared to be identical to the one 
used by the gamekeeper. The cubs were 
squashed, lying on top of each other with 
no room to move and were overheating 
– all were panting heavily. They were 
taken to an RSPCA wildlife centre where 

they were found to be suffering distress 
from the heat and unnatural conditions. 
The gamekeeper was summonsed for 
offences relating to these fox cubs but 
ultimately there was insufficient evidence 
to secure any convictions regarding these 
particular animals.  

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: RSPCA Inspector Jon Knight

DEFENDANTS: Male 67, gamekeeper and terrier man for a hunt;  
male 24, unemployed 

OFFENCES: Hunting Act 2004 s1 and Animal Welfare Act 2006 s9

PLEAS: Not guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: Three

SENTENCE: The gamekeeper was fined £525 for each offence and ordered to 
pay £1,000 costs. The younger man was fined £165 and ordered to pay £100 costs.  

PROSECUTED BY: Sills & Betteridge Solicitors

A man admitted owning ‘hawk-catching’ jackets designed to kill birds of prey, along with 
two cage traps and a clap net, contrary to the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.  

Merseyside
He also admitted a charge of failing to 
meet the welfare needs of a magpie by 
keeping it in an unsuitable environment 
namely an unset Larsen trap.  

The jackets (often referred to as ‘anti-
mating jackets’ to disguise their true 
purpose) are fitted to live pigeons and 
can have various contraptions attached to 
them including nooses and fishing hooks. 
These are used to catch and usually kill or 
maim birds of prey, particularly peregrine 
falcons. The birds of prey will swoop onto 
a pigeon and they become caught on the 
jacket – usually resulting in the bird of 
prey’s slow and painful death. The jackets 
are believed to be used illegally in a bid 
to protect stocks of pigeons which can 
become targets for birds of prey.

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Anthony Joynes

DEFENDANT: Male 53, retired

OFFENCES: Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 s18 and Animal Welfare Act 
2006 s4 and s9 

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Six

SENTENCE: Conditional discharge  
for two years; deprivation order 
for the magpie and paraphernalia 
recovered; £2,000 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: 
FPH Law Solicitors

James Leonard, an investigations officer 
for the RSPB, said: “These are barbaric 
devices and we are grateful to the RSPCA 
for bringing this matter before the court.”

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport



 PROSECUTIONS ANNUAL REPORT 2012010 25

This case of horrific animal cruelty came to light after a member of Animal 
Equality carried out undercover filming while working at a farm in Norfolk.

Norfolk
Norwich Magistrates’ Court heard how a 
stockman was filmed for several minutes 
on separate occasions hitting numerous 
sows 67 times with a plastic pipe during 
a ‘sustained and violent assault’. He 
was seen killing three pigs by hitting 
them on the head with a metal bar or 
gatepost, once while he shouted “fore”. 
Violence and hostility towards the pigs 
was seen on a number of occasions and 
it took multiple blows to kill the pigs. 
He admitted using unnecessary force to 
handle piglets, lifting pigs by the ears and 
dropping them from waist height.

A fellow farm worker admitted kicking 
and hitting sows with a plastic pipe and 
throwing pigs over a barrier. He also 
admitted lifting pigs by the ears and legs, 
dropping them to the ground and kicking 
them while moving them. The district 
judge commented that neither defendant 
showed any empathy for the pigs under 

their care and said it was among the 
worst cases of deliberate cruelty he had 
seen. A third farm worker accepted a 
caution from the RSPCA.

Read the full story and see the video 
footage at: www.rspca.org.uk/
prosecutions/annual report

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Ben Kirby

DEFENDANTS: Male 54, stockman; male 27, farm worker

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4 and s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 10

SENTENCE: The stockman was disqualified from keeping farm animals for 10 years; 
18 weeks’ imprisonment. The farm worker was disqualified for five years from 
keeping farm animals; eight weeks’ imprisonment suspended for a year; 180 hours 
of unpaid work; £300 costs. 

PROSECUTED BY: Kenneth Bush Solicitors  

A man’s neglect of his herd of llamas following a split from his wife led 
to five of the animals dying.

North Yorkshire  
RSPCA Inspector Dave Holgate visited 
the frozen field,  where the llamas were 
kept, with a vet and a representative from 
Trading Standards in February 2012. There 
was only scant grazing, an empty ring-
feeder and a dilapidated shelter without 
bedding. There was a total of 10 llamas, 
one of which was found in a collapsed 
state and others were only just alive; their 
spines and ribs could easily be felt. They 
were of mixed size and age including some 
less than six months old, adolescents and 
adults. Some were little more than skin 
and bone and one female llama was so 
weak she spent most of her time lying 
down and could not stand even after 
encouragement. A collapsed llama was 
euthanased at the scene with the owner’s 
permission and the remaining animals were 
taken into possession by the police on 
veterinary advice and placed in RSPCA 
care. They have since been rehomed to 

a specialist llama keeper. Investigating 
officer RSPCA Inspector Dave Holgate said: 
“These llamas were extremely underweight 
when they came to my attention. When 
examined by a vet they were given a body 
score of between zero and one out of five, 
one being emaciated. It is the first time in 
19 years I’ve ever had a body score of zero 
on a live animal.”  

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Dave Holgate

DEFENDANT: Male 41, electrician

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 
s4 and s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Three

SENTENCE: Disqualified from keeping 
any animals for 10 years; 12 weeks’ 
imprisonment suspended for 12 months; 
200 hours unpaid work; £3,050.40 costs, 
payable within three months.

PROSECUTED BY: 
Lupton Fawcett LLP Solicitors
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Seven ponies were found to be in 
poor or extremely poor condition 
in a small muddy paddock. The 
area and surrounding fields were 
bare of any useful grass cover 
and all they were given to eat 
was straw.

The ponies’ hooves needed trimming 
and the majority of the ponies had teeth 
that were worn down at the front. This 
indicated they had been scraping their 
teeth along the ground’s surface to try 
and eat what little grass there was, or 
they had been chewing on bark which 
was apparent from some of the fencing.

Joy a 19-year-old chestnut coloured Arab 
cross thoroughbred mare, was heavily 
rugged up but the angular shape of the 
rug denoted just how thin she was. When 
the rug was taken off all the bones of her 
spine, ribs and hips were prominent.  

A dead horse was found under a blue 
tarpaulin sheet amongst a pile of manure. 
This chestnut gelding was still wearing 
a rug and head collar. His stomach was 

Northamptonshire

distended however his hip bones were 
still very prominent. A second horse 
was also found to be buried in a large, 
recently-dug hole yet the woman 
claimed to be unaware of any dead 
horses on her land.

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Susan Haywood

DEFENDANTS: Male 44, unemployed; 
female 43, occupation not given

OFFENCES:  
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Eight

SENTENCE: Both disqualified from 
keeping horses for ten years; four 
months’ imprisonment.

PROSECUTED BY: 
Headleys Solicitors

Three shih-tzus rescued from a filth-laden house had been neglected 
for so long that they had difficulty seeing and walking because their 
coats were so overgrown and matted with faeces. The dogs had to drag 
themselves along the floor using their front legs in order to move at all.

Northumberland

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Trevor Walker

DEFENDANT: Female 63, retired 

OFFENCES: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4 and s9  

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Six

SENTENCE: Disqualified from 
keeping animals for life; eight weeks’ 
imprisonment suspended for 12 
months; two-month curfew order; 
£250 costs. Ordered to pay an 
additional £300 costs on appeal.

PROSECUTED BY: 
McKeag & Co. Solicitors

as dogs. Their mouths, noses and eyes 
could not be seen.

A vet who examined the dogs said he 
had never seen anything like them, and 
estimated they had been neglected  
for months.

The shih-tzus were clipped the next day, 
under sedation, and the fur that was 
removed filled three large evidence bags.  

The prosecuting solicitor told the court 
it was: “…a case of the most extreme 
neglect you are ever likely to come 
across” and warned that the video 
footage would fill the magistrates with 
“revulsion, disgust and probably anger.”

To see the video footage of the shih-tzus’ 

amazing transformation and read the 
full story go to: www.rspca.org.uk/
prosecutions/annualreport

The dogs, called Holly, Angus and Lacy 
were among four dogs and 12 cats 
found living in squalor. Their fur was so 
overgrown that they were unrecognisable 
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A Staffordshire bull terrier called 
Hooch was rescued by the RSPCA 
just hours from death after his 
owner abandoned him for a month 
in a flat without food or water. 

Hooch was in a comatose state and at 
the point of death when found. He was 
rushed to a nearby vet where he received 
intensive round-the-clock care, was given 
oxygen, a heat blanket and fluids. His veins 
were so weak and collapsed that vets 
struggled to find them. RSPCA Inspector 
Keith Ellis said: “The dog was barely alive 
and, when examined at the vets’, staff 
were unsure if he would be able to pull 
through”.  Hooch weighed just 10kg, 
yet the normal weight for a dog of this 
type is around 25kg. He was extremely 
dehydrated and totally emaciated. His 
skeletal frame was clearly visible and he 
was so weak he couldn’t lift his head. The 
only visible sign of life was a small degree 
of eye movement. Amazingly, after days 
of intensive treatment, Hooch began to 
make a slow recovery. He has since been 

Nottinghamshire
rehomed by the fosterer who helped 
nurse him back to full health.

When interviewed the man refused 
to look at the distressing photographs 
of Hooch Inspector Ellis had taken, 
and blamed the situation on his 
alcohol problems.

The chairman of the bench at Mansfield 
Magistrates’ Court thanked the RSPCA for 
saving Hooch’s life.

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Keith Ellis

DEFENDANT: Male 22, unemployed 

OFFENCE: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4

PLEA: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
One

SENTENCE: Disqualified from keeping 
animals for seven years; 12-month 
community order to include 150 hours 
unpaid work; £250 costs. 

PROSECUTED BY: 
Payne & Gamage Solicitors  

A man was sent to prison for 18 weeks 
after he threw a bichon frise out of a 
third floor flat window.

Oxfordshire
INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Kirsty Withnall

DEFENDANT: Male 28, decorator

OFFENCE:  
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4 

PLEA: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF 

CONVICTIONS: One

SENTENCE: Disqualified from 
keeping animals for life; 18 weeks’ 
imprisonment; £300 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: 
Morgan Cole Solicitors

Police were dealing with an incident 
nearby and heard shouts of: “You’ve 
killed my dog!” They found a hysterical 
woman, sobbing uncontrollably, cradling 
her dog Freddie in her arms.

It transpired that the man, who had been 
drinking, had grabbed Freddie without 
warning, walked over to the window and 
held him out of it for about two seconds 
before deliberately dropping him. His 
owner rushed down and climbed over a 
wall to reach Freddie. She found him lying 
motionless but he was still breathing. She 
picked him up and she said she could 
feel Freddie licking her neck. The police 
called a vet to the scene but her loyal 
companion died in her arms.  

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport
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Animal fighting
“Many people believe the barbaric activities involved in animal fighting 
were consigned to the history books bearing in mind that the first piece of 
animal fighting legislation was passed in 1835. Unfortunately, many aspects 
of animal fighting still take place today and in recent years these activities 
appear to have grown in popularity. The core activities we are seeing include 
organised dog fighting, cockfighting and badger baiting. Dog fighting that is 
less organised also takes place with participants meeting in quiet parks and 
on rough land. 

The Animal Welfare Act 2006 introduced a number of offences for animal 
fighting activities and the RSPCA makes full use of the law to ensure those 
who cause untold suffering to animals are made to answer for their crimes.

In 2012 the RSPCA saw two major prosecutions for offences connected 
with cockfighting. One involved the breeding of game birds for the fighting 
ring, the other saw a father and son both breeding birds on a large scale 
and attending fights abroad in pursuit of their so-called ‘hobby’. With both 
cases we achieved multiple convictions and significant sentences, which will 
hopefully serve as a deterrent to these individuals and to others. A clear 
message is being sent to those involved in this repugnant pastime that we are 
fully prepared to investigate and prosecute perpetrators and bring them to 
justice. Our aim is to make animal fighting a thing of the past.”

Jason Fletcher
RSPCA Prosecutions Department

Magistrates expressed their horror when shown a sickening mobile 
phone film of badgers being set upon by dogs. One member of the 
bench at Bradford Magistrates’ Court wiped away tears as she watched 
the footage of badger baiting. 

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA SOU Inspector 
Carroll Lamport

DEFENDANT: Male 23, unemployed

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 
s8 and s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Six

SENTENCE: Disqualified from  
keeping animals for life; 23 weeks’ 
imprisonment.

PROSECUTED BY: 
Whitaker Firth Solicitors

The first clip depicted a dog shaking a 
badger as it squealed and laughter could 
be heard in the background. The second 
showed a badger in a dog’s mouth. It was 
tormented for a long time and tortured 
by the dogs as they ripped it to pieces. 
The third showed a dog in a sett with a 
badger in its mouth. 

Several searches were carried out at 
addresses in Yorkshire and two bull 
lurcher type dogs called Bracken and 
Titch were found at the defendant’s 
address. The dogs had multiple old 
scarring around their muzzles and Bracken 
had an open wound on his leg consistent 
with an injury from a badger.  

RSPCA Special Operations Unit (SOU) 
Inspector Carroll Lamport said the 

footage was some of the worst he had 
seen of badger baiting. In one clip, the 
blood curdling cries of the badger are 
clear as the animal is attacked by dogs in 
a field, goaded by the defendant. “This 
is a horrific example of what badger 
baiters get up to and the sickening levels 
of needless animal cruelty they are 
responsible for. They deliberately go out 
into the British countryside with the sole 
purpose of causing horrific injuries to 
one of our most iconic wild animals. It is 
premeditated animal cruelty carried out 
for the twisted pleasure of those people 
involved. I can’t put into words the horror 
of what was on that footage.”

PC Richard Oddy, Wildlife Crime Officer at 
Airedale and North Bradford Police said: “It 
is a fantastic result for partnership working 
between the police and the RSPCA to 
bring a cruel wildlife offender to justice.”

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

28



A cockfighting factory
The RSPCA’s Special Operations Unit uncovered one of the  

largest cockfighting operations in England.

SOU inspectors spotted the two 
defendants during an intelligence 
gathering operation at a cockfight in 
northern France where the barbaric 
blood sport is still legal in some areas. 
A warrant was executed at their home 
addresses in West Sussex after the 
results of the French surveillance and 
existing information suggested the pair 
were involved in breeding and training 
cockerels for fighting.

Hundreds of birds including 97 mature 
fighting cocks, metal fighting spurs that 
are attached to the birds’ feet to inflict 
severe injuries and a fighting pit were 
discovered. There were dozens of fighting 
cocks with injuries, grazes and infections, 
as well as birds with thousands of mites 
crawling all over them. In one of the 
barns inspectors found various drugs and 
amateur veterinary equipment which 

they used to treat the birds themselves 
to avoid discovery. Inspectors recovered 
diet supplements and empty steroid vials 
used to increase the cockerels’ strength 
and stamina. A caravan which appeared 
to be the breeders’ office, had walls 
adorned with pictures and paintings of 
cockfighting along with cupboards full 
of cockfighting magazines and books, 
albums of photographs taken from 
cockfights around the world, paintings 
and videos. One of the properties was 
also found to be full of blood-stained 
paraphernalia such as leg muffs, bands 
and beak muzzles. The brazen pair were 
so well known that one of them even 
featured on the front cover of  
a cockfighting magazine. 

Blood from the pit and some of the 

spurs was forensically analysed by Dr Lucy 
Webster of the Wildlife DNA Forensics 
Unit at the Science and Advice for Scottish 
Agriculture. The results proved that the 
blood had come from several different 
cockerels, providing further evidence that 
cockfighting had taken place.

RSPCA SOU Chief Inspector Mike Butcher 
commented: “The set-up we found and 
the number of birds being bred was like 
a cockfighting factory. The defendants’ 
travel to parts of the world where 
cockfighting is still legal, to watch bouts 
in places as far flung as South America 
and Asia, only emphasises the scale of 
their interest.”

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: RSPCA SOU Inspector David Long

DEFENDANTS: Male 48, unemployed; male 26, unemployed

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 s8, s4 and s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 19

SENTENCE: Disqualified from keeping birds for life; both father and son 
received 20 weeks’ imprisonment suspended for two years; the father was 
ordered to complete 120 hours unpaid work; £2,500 costs; six-week curfew 
order. The son was ordered to carry out 100 hours unpaid work; £1,000 costs; 
two-week curfew order. 

 PROSECUTED BY: David Buck & Co. Solicitors
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A man was secretly filmed battering his birds of prey and scaring  
them with a petrol powered lawnmower. He kept 26 birds of prey 
including 19 owls, five hawks, a peregrine falcon and an American 
kestrel. Over a two-year period horrified neighbours filmed him abusing 
and tormenting the birds, which he kept on perches and in cramped 
cages in his back garden.  

He was seen hitting and kicking a snowy owl, hitting and kicking an eagle owl, holding 
a barn owl by its wing and throwing it to the ground. Footage showed the man using 
his lawnmower to scare the birds by revving it close to their perches. Two distressed 
barn owls desperately flapped their wings as the blades of the mower came within 
inches of them.

The defendant denied mistreating the birds, telling the magistrates: “These owls 
were like my family. They were like my children.”

After the verdict, RSPCA Inspector Dave McCartney said: “He took in birds from  
people who thought they would be well looked after, even showing birds at 
events to educate the public about them, so he should have been treating them in  
an exemplary manner which was far from the case. The birds which were attacked 
were all tethered so they were completely at his mercy with no means of escape.”  

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.uk/prosecutions/annualreport

Shropshire

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Dave McCartney

DEFENDANT: Male 68, falconer

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4 and s9

PLEAS: Not guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Nine 

SENTENCE: Disqualified from 
keeping animals for life; 16 weeks’ 
imprisonment suspended for two 
years; ordered to wear an electronic 
tag for six months; £500 costs.

PROSECUTED BY:  
Pickering & Butters Solicitors

A mother left a six-month-old Staffordshire bull terrier-type dog  
called Peppa tied up to an internal door handle for 24 hours by 
a short chain lead.

The weather was extremely hot and there was no food or water within Peppa’s reach. 
She was panting heavily and surrounded by rubbish that included dirty nappies and 
faeces. There was also a strong smell of ammonia. 

Peppa was distressed, barking frantically and pulling at her lead. When she tried to 
sit down the lead pulled at her collar. There were two bowls near her but both were 
upside-down and empty.

Once Peppa had been released RSPCA Inspector Kim Downes gave her a large 
saucepan of water which she lapped up thirstily.  

When interviewed the woman said she was unable to cope with Peppa as she  
created mess and chewed holes in the walls so that is why she tied her up.  
Peppa was successfully rehomed.  

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.uk/prosecutions/annualreport

Somerset

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Kim Downes

DEFENDANT: Female 24, mother

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Two

SENTENCE: Disqualified from  
keeping animals for five years;  
fined £110; £100 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: Glynns Solicitors

WERE UPSIDE-DOWN AND EMPTY.

THERE WERE TWO BOWLS NEAR HER BUT BOTH
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South Yorkshire
faeces on the floors and in nesting boxes.  

Each of the lofts had dead birds in them 
and some of the birds did not have 
provision for outside flight. The birds felt 
very thin when handled.  

The pigeons were seized by police and 
taken to an animal centre. Four of the 
pigeons showed symptoms of extreme 
lethargy and weakness, they were dull 
and depressed. One of the birds died 
later that night despite receiving veterinary 
care. A second was later euthanased 

A father who entrusted his flock 
of racing pigeons into the care 
of his son was appalled when he 
discovered his son had abandoned 
them, causing several to die.

The son went away and failed to tell 
his father of his absence. When RSPCA 
Inspector Tamsin Drysdale attended 
she found 16 pigeons had died, 53 pigeons 
were still alive, however some did not 
have access to food and water. All of the 
lofts contained substantial amounts of 

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Tamsin Drysdale

DEFENDANT: Male 29, unemployed

OFFENCES: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4 and s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Five 

SENTENCE: Disqualified from keeping
animals for five years; £500 costs;  
one-year supervision order; ordered to 
attend a Thinking Skills programme.

PROSECUTED BY:  
GV Hale & Co. Solicitors

due to its deteriorating condition.

The son admitted he did not carry 
out his duty in relation to feeding and 
watering the birds. He said his father was 
passionate about his pigeons having had 
them all his life.

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

A woman slashed her springer 
spaniel more than 30 times before 
cutting herself and blaming the 
attacks on an intruder.  

Police became suspicious after discovering
the extent of the injuries to the dog. He 
had suffered extensive knife injuries to 
his nose, head and torso. He was severely 
lacerated and in shock, there was blood 
all over the floor and kitchen area and 
police described the scene as being “like 
an abattoir”. The dog was very distressed 
and constantly shaking his head to clear 
the blood from his face. There was no 
sign of an attack having taken place in the 
garden, as the woman had claimed, and 
blood was only found inside the property. 
One police officer was very upset at what 
she was confronted with.

Urgent treatment was carried out on the
horrific injuries the dog had sustained. 
The largest wound was eight inches long, 
exposing a layer of muscle. The wounds 
were clean, straight cuts with no jagged 

Staffordshire
edges, likely to have been caused by a 
sharp straight blade similar to a scalpel 
blade. The nature of the dog’s injuries 
suggested he had been held down during 
a prolonged attack. Vet nurses cleaning 
his wounds noticed his muzzle, eyes, 
eyelashes, ears and back had also been 
severely singed. He underwent three hours 
of surgery. Miraculously, he made a full 
recovery and has since been rehomed. 
Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Jayne Bashford

DEFENDANT: Female 21, unemployed

OFFENCE: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4

PLEA: Not guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
One

SENTENCE: Disqualified from  
keeping animals for life; 20  
weeks’ imprisonment.

PROSECUTED BY: Wains Solicitors

EACH OF THE LOFTS HAD DEAD BIRDS IN

THEM AND SOME OF THE BIRDS DID NOT

HAVE PROVISION FOR OUTSIDE FLIGHT. 

THE BIRDS FELT VERY THIN WHEN HANDLED
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A man was sentenced to 18 weeks in a Young Offender Institution after 
his flea-infested dog was found starving to death in her own filth.

Suffolk
KD, a one-year-old female Staffordshire 
bull terrier, was found by chance. Pain-
racked KD was malnourished, dehydrated, 
starving and crawling with fleas. She had 
suffered terribly for weeks and was very 
close to death.

The man and his mother had moved out 
of the property more than three weeks 
before she was found. The Housing 
Association discovered the property 
was infested with fleas so they sent a 
pest controller to the address. When 
the pest controller opened an upstairs 
door, KD ran out and immediately started 
scavenging for food. The room was 
littered with faeces and urine and the 
stench was awful.

RSPCA Inspector Jason Finch described 
the case as one of the worst he had ever 
seen: “I’ve not seen a dog that thin for at 
least 10 years. The poor girl looked like a 
bag of bones. When we found her she 
weighed just 9.2kg, but she should have 

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Jason Finch

DEFENDANTS: Male 20, 
unemployed; female 47, unemployed

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 
s4 and s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Three

SENTENCES: Both disqualified from 
keeping animals for 15 years. The male 
defendant was sentenced to 18 weeks 
in a Young Offender Institution. The 
female defendant was sentenced to 
12 weeks’ imprisonment. 

PROSECUTED BY: Gotelee Solicitors

More than 30 rabbits and guinea 
pigs were found imprisoned in 
appalling conditions.

Surrey There were a total of 17 hutches and 
some were stacked three deep and 
covered in blankets. Many were full of 
copious amounts of slurry-like faeces, 
so much so that the animals were unable 
to clean themselves. Live animals were 
clambering over the decomposing bodies 
of the dead. Some of the guinea pigs had 
urine scalds on their feet and stomachs. 
Water bowls were full of liquid faeces. 
There was no water, hard feed or hay 
available, although in some hutches there 
were traces of carrot and cabbage which 
were also soiled with faeces.

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Lucy Chillery

DEFENDANTS: Female 46, supermarket 
worker; male 37, café owner.

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 
s4 and s9

PLEAS: Female not guilty; male guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
10

SENTENCE: Both disqualified from 
keeping hamsters, rabbits and 
guinea pigs for five years; ordered to 
undertake 180 hours of unpaid work;  
a deprivation order was made in 
respect of seven animals; £500 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: Chancellors Lea 
Brewer Solicitors

The blankets over the hutches meant 
there was no light or ventilation to 
disperse the ammonia fumes. When asked 
why they had been without water for 
at least two days the woman stated the 
animals could obtain moisture from the 
carrots and cabbage. The animals were 
taken into possession and passed into 
RSPCA care. All of the animals were 
cleaned up and gained significant 
weight within a few weeks. All were 
successfully rehomed. 

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

LIVE ANIMALS WERE CLAMBERING OVER THE 

DECOMPOSING BODIES OF THE DEAD.

PAIN-RACKED KD WAS 

MALNOURISHED, DEHYDRATED, 

STARVING AND CRAWLING 

WITH FLEAS.

weighed between 18kg and 20kg.” 

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport
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A couple bought an 18-month-old marmoset via the internet and kept 
him in a metal parrot cage.

Tyne and Wear
The woman said they paid £900 for the 
marmoset, called Marley, and that he was 
periodically given the run of the house. 
The house was in a state of disrepair 
allowing Marley access to assorted 
inappropriate items including cigarette 
butts, old food, dog food and ornaments 
of various sizes. There were extensive 
tears to the wallpaper, which is understood 
to have been caused when they let Marley 
out. During the visit Marley was released 
from his cage and he jumped onto a shelf 
breaking a glass ornament.  

There was no provision of ultraviolet 
light, direct heat or means of monitoring 
temperature or humidity. The owner said 
that once or twice a week the cage, with 
Marley inside, would be pushed to the 
open external doorway for two hours 
and this constituted his only exposure to 
ultraviolet light.

The vet concluded Marley’s husbandry 
was grossly inadequate and would, in time, 
impinge significantly on his welfare. Marley 
was unable to exhibit normal behaviour and 
his need to be housed with other animals 
was not being met. Marley was taken into 
possession by police and rehomed to a 
specialist primate centre where he learned 
to interact with other marmosets.

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.uk/
prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Chief Inspector 
Michelle Charlton

DEFENDANTS: Male 27, carer; female 
29, unemployed

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Six

SENTENCE: Both disqualified from 
keeping animals for three years,  
excluding dogs; £100 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: 
Freeman Johnson Solicitors

A dog that had an elastic hairband put around her neck could have 
been days from death.

Warwickshire
Vets were shocked when Pippa, a 
female black Labrador was taken into 
their surgery with a horrific wound 
covering two-thirds of her neck. The 
hairband, which is thought to have been 
put around Pippa’s neck deliberately, 
had embedded itself so deep into 
her neck it was millimetres away from 
causing her death.

Fortunately, vets were able to remove 
the band. They cleaned the wound and 
gave Pippa pain relief and antibiotics. 
The wound was large, up to 3.5cm deep, 
infected and foul smelling. She required 
several sedations for it to be cleaned 
and attended to. The vet concluded it 
would not have been possible for such 
a small band to end up around Pippa’s 
neck without human intervention. The 
wound, which would have taken three to 
four days to develop, should have been 
noticed and treated sooner.  

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Nicky Foster 

DEFENDANT: Female 52, unemployed

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 
s4 and s9 

PLEAS: Not guilty 

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Two

SENTENCE: Disqualified from 
keeping animals for life; 18-month 
supervision order; specified activity 
order of 20 days and £250 costs. 
A deprivation order was given for 
Pippa enabling her to be put up  
for rehoming.  

PROSECUTED BY: 
Nicholas Sutton Solicitors

THE WOUND WAS LARGE,

UP TO 3.5CM DEEP, INFECTED

AND FOUL SMELLING.
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Wildlife crime
“The abuse of wildlife continues with many cases demonstrating a clear lack 
of humanity often involving the deliberate and intentional abuse of animals 
for so-called sport or for profit.

These cases involve a callous disregard for animal welfare. They cause 
immense suffering and these activities should be consigned to history along 
with other types of antiquated abuse such as bear and bull baiting.” 

Mick Flower
RSPCA Prosecutions Department

The Heythrop Hunt: a landmark case
We believe that this case was the first ever prosecution of a traditional 
hunt as a corporate body. The Heythrop Hunt pleaded guilty to four 
offences of intentionally hunting a fox with dogs on four separate 
occasions. The evidence in the case was footage of foxes being 
deliberately chased by hounds, which was provided to the RSPCA 
by hunt monitors.

The huntsman and hunt master involved also pleaded guilty  
to the same offences.

Oxford Magistrates’ Court heard how 
independent monitors, some of whom 
are associates of Protect Our Wild 
Animals (POWA), captured footage 
filmed on several occasions during 
November 2011 and February and March 
2012 in Gloucestershire and Oxfordshire. 
Footage included the hounds excitedly 
squealing, characteristic of finding a 
fox, but rather than calling the hounds 
back the huntsman is heard doubling his 
horn together with shouts of “on, on, 
on, on” to encourage the hounds. The 
sounds made by the hounds and their 
fast pursuit across the country were 
characteristic of hunting a fox and not 
that of an artificial scent trail. There was 
obvious deliberate flushing out of the fox 
from cover and its subsequent prolonged 
pursuit by the hounds followed by 
graphic images of the kill and hounds 
dragging the body of the fox along a 
muddy field.

RSPCA Special Operations Unit Chief 

Inspector Mike Butcher said: “The 
evidence in this case was incontrovertible, 
it clearly showed hounds being 
encouraged to pursue a fox. This is illegal 
under the Hunting Act. This Hunt and its 
members were hunting foxes in direct 
contravention of the law for at least one 
whole hunting season.”

RSPCA Chief Executive Gavin Grant 
said: “These defendants were well aware 
that they were breaking the law in that 
their actions would lead to a fox being 

torn apart by dogs. The evidence of the 
deliberate hunting of foxes with dogs on 
many occasions is crystal clear. The truth 
is this hunt believed that they were above 
the law – they were wrong.”

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA SOU Chief Inspector 
Mike Butcher

DEFENDANTS: Heythrop Hunt Ltd;
 Male 49, retired; male 68, retired

OFFENCES: Hunting Act 2004 s1

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS:  
12

SENTENCE: The huntsman was fined 
£1,000 and ordered to pay £2,000 costs. 
The hunt master was fined £1,800 
and ordered to pay £2,500 costs. The 
Heythrop Hunt Ltd was fined £4,000 
and ordered to pay £15,000 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: Fishburns LLP

34



A man from Derbyshire was imprisioned after he used his dogs to hunt 
down and kill foxes and badgers so he could film it for a sick thrill.  

The RSPCA’s Special Operations Unit 
(SOU) investigated the incident after 
badger heads, dogs with old lower jaw 
injuries and badger digging paraphernalia 
were discovered at an associate’s home. 
Photos found at the address showed the 
defendant with a dead deer and mobile 
phone footage showed dogs attacking 
foxes and badgers.  

Further footage taken on various 
occasions showed at least 10 badgers 
being killed. Expert forensic analysis 
identified the defendant’s voice 
being heard on most of this footage 
encouraging the dogs to attack. In 
some of the footage a badger is heard 
screaming as dogs are set on it. In another 
clip a badger has its leg torn off while 
men, including the defendant, are heard 
laughing in the background.

The footage also showed ‘lamping’ (where 
strong torches are used to illuminate the 
location of animals before dogs are set on 
them). Dogs belonging to the defendant 
and an associate were seen fighting 
badgers and a fox respectively.

When interviewed the defendant 
admitted that Bingo, his fawn-and-white 
bull lurcher dog, would have suffered and 
said he had never taken him to a vet for 
treatment and admitted he attempted 
to treat his dogs’ injuries at home himself 
to avoid raising suspicion. Bingo had 
scars all over his muzzle and face, which 
were consistent with him fighting with 
animals other than dogs. When asked if a 
deer attacked by the dogs suffered, the 
defendant answered “Who cares?”  

Another dog, Tess, a black Patterdale 
terrier, had sustained various injuries 
including the loss of parts of her lips 
and other facial disfigurements which, 
according to an expert vet, were caused 
by multiple fights with badgers or foxes, 
most likely badgers.

The court heard the defendant was 
responsible for “…incredibly malicious 
and sadistic cruelty to animals.”

After the hearing RSPCA SOU Chief 
Inspector Ian Briggs said: “After 19 years 
of working in animal welfare, I still find it 
shocking that someone would deliberately 
go into the countryside with their dogs 

Man imprisioned for allowing dogs to kill  
foxes and badgers

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA SOU Inspector Ian Muttitt

DEFENDANTS: Male 45, labourer 

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 
s4, s8, and s9 

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Nine

SENTENCE: Disqualified from 
keeping animals for life; 24 weeks’ 
imprisonment; forfeiture of all his 
dogs and equipment used for  
baiting and hunting. 

PROSECUTED BY: 
Wykes O’Donnell Williams Solicitors

with the sole intention of inflicting 
unimaginable suffering on a wild animal 
for their own twisted pleasure. It is even 
sadder knowing that there are many others 
who are still doing this sort of thing in 
England and Wales to this very day. Make 
no mistake though, we will continue to 
track them down and the next knock on 
their door could be from us.” 

35

Video footage from this case  
available at www.rspca.org.uk/
prosecutions/annualreport
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Thirty-two cats were found 
being forced to live in filthy 
conditions inside a house that 
was in an extremely dirty 
state. The unbearable stench 
of cat urine and faeces was 
overwhelming, making RSPCA 
Inspector Herchy Boal feel sick. 

West Midlands
The cats had the run of the house apart 
from the owner’s bedroom. There was 
dried faeces smeared on the skirting 
boards and the carpet was disintegrating 
from the urine scalding. Large patches 
appeared to have been ‘burnt’ through 
by constant urination.

A vet attended and said all the cats needed
to be removed due to their physical 
conditions. They were suffering from 

flea allergic dermatitis and due to the 
environment many of the cats had fur
loss on their back legs. They were licking, 
scratching and biting themselves constantly.  

When interviewed the woman explained 
she had bought a male kitten and six 
months later she got a female kitten that 
then produced four kittens. The cats kept 
breeding until she ended up with 32 living 
in her house.  

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Herchy Boal

DEFENDANT: Female 44, 
unemployed

OFFENCES: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4 and s9

PLEAS: Not guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Four 

SENTENCE: Disqualified from  
keeping animals for life; fined £200;  
£3,830 costs.

PROSECUTED BY:  
Nicholas Sutton Solicitors

Firefighters were called to an 
incident involving a Soay sheep 
that was stranded in mud close to 
a river. The sheep, which had been 
pulled from the river by members 
of the public, was barely moving 
and had difficulty breathing so the 
RSPCA and a vet were called. 

Unfortunately, the sheep had to be 
euthanased on humane grounds. While 
inspecting the field six carcases were 
found in varying states of decomposition 

West Sussex
together with animal bones strewn 
around. The charred remains of several 
sheep were found in spent bonfires on the 
site. It was apparent there was no shelter 
provided for the remaining sheep and the 
grazing was sparse. There was no evidence 
of regular supplementary feeding. 

The vet confirmed that eight live Soay 
sheep were in poor body condition and 
emaciated. They were seized by police so 
that they could be removed from the field 
to alleviate their suffering. After being 
rounded up all but one collapsed, such 
was their state of weakness.

Post-mortem reports indicated that five 
of the dead sheep had been pregnant. 
Their emaciation was due to under-
nourishment, a significant worm infestation 
and pregnancy thereby increasing their 
nutritional demands.  

Initially the shepherdess refused to accept 
that she had caused any suffering to her 
sheep although their poor bodily condition 
would have been obvious to any lay person.

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Melissa Brett

DEFENDANT: Female 60, shepherdess

OFFENCE: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4

PLEA: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: One

SENTENCE: Disqualified from keeping sheep 
for 10 years; 12-month community order with 
60 hours unpaid work; £1,500 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: David Buck &  
Co. Solicitors
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A mother and son left a Rottweiler and Staffordshire bull terrier 
to starve to death in a boarded-up attic.

The dogs were found decomposing with maggots and flies on their emaciated bodies. 
Their ribs, shoulder blades, pelvises, spines and skulls were clearly visible and their eyes 
were sunken in. The Rottweiler’s hair was falling away. There was a vast amount of 
faeces all over the floor and no clean area or bedding had been available to the dogs. 
There was no food or water and the only bowls present were empty and bone dry.

The overpowering smell of rotting flesh became ever stronger as RSPCA Inspector  
Dave Holgate stepped up into the room. He said: “Walking up the stairs to the attic 
where these dogs had starved to death, the smell was atrocious. I don’t know how 
anyone was able to live at the property. It was indescribable. The defendants knew 

West Yorkshire

HAD STARVED TO DEATH, THE SMELL WAS ATROCIOUS. 

WALKING UP THE STAIRS TO THE ATTIC WHERE THESE DOGS 

A man from Wiltshire threw 
three degus from a first floor 
flat balcony in a fit of rage.

Wiltshire Whilst at home with his wife and young 
daughter the man discovered his wife’s 
degus had apparently killed his budgies. 
The man flew into a rage and, taking the 
degus one by one, forcefully launched 
them off the balcony where they fell 
20–30 metres to the ground. This was 
seen by a number of witnesses including 
children who confirmed they heard the 
degus squealing as they landed. His wife 
and daughter were in tears.

The degus were picked up off the ground 
by a member of the public and taken 
to a vet. The first died at the scene of 
internal bleeding within his chest as a 
result of the impact. The second had 
a fractured pelvis, ribs and extensive 
damage to his lungs and was euthanased 
to prevent further suffering. The third 
was heavily bruised and injured but had 
to be euthanased for unrelated chronic 
dental pain that would have caused the 
animal distress for the rest of his life. The 

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Will Hendry

DEFENDANT: Male 37, unemployed

OFFENCE: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4

PLEA: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
One 

SENTENCE: Disqualified from 
keeping animals for six years;  
12 weeks’ imprisonment.

PROSECUTED BY:  
Harold G Walker Solicitors 

veterinary examination confirmed that all 
three degus suffered as a result of blunt 
force trauma caused by the defendant’s 
callous act, which lacked compassion or a 
basic respect for animal welfare.  

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport 

the dogs were there and they most 
likely heard them barking but decided, 
for whatever reason, not to feed them. 
When the dogs finally died, they could 
certainly smell them but left them to rot.” 
The dogs appeared to have been dead 
for some time. When interviewed the son 
claimed he loved his dogs.

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Dave Holgate

DEFENDANTS: Female 50, unemployed;
male 31, unemployed

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4 and s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Five 

SENTENCE: Both disqualified 
from keeping animals for life; four 
months’ imprisonment.

PROSECUTED BY:  
Whitaker Firth Solicitors
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This tiny Shetland pony was found severely underweight with a filthy 
coat and diarrhoea caked around his tail. He was exhausted and  
had collapsed tethered to a stake just 100 feet from where fireworks 
had been let off in a caravan park. 

Worcestershire

A 10-month-old Staffordshire bull terrier puppy called Troy suffered 
terribly from a chronic skin condition. 

RSPCA Inspector Rachael Davies was horrified to see that Troy was completely bald 
apart from a tiny slither of hair along his spine. He was covered in scabs and open 
wounds that were either bleeding or exuding pus. His skin was very red and had a strong 
smell emanating from it.  

Troy was reluctant to stand up. His ribs were visible, his skin was very hot and all of  
the pads on his feet were red raw, cracked and bleeding. He was constantly trying to 
scratch his face.

North and Mid Wales

The terrified young pony had wrapped his 
tether around the stake to the point where 
he could not move and was pinned to the 
ground. His head collar was so tightly fitted 
it had left permanent marks on his head.  

A member of the public tended to the 
pony who could not even stand. She tried 
to warm him up and give him fluids with 
a syringe, but he would not take them. 
Gently, he was carried to her home and 
a vet was called, but sadly he died a few 
hours later.  

The Shetland was extremely underweight 
with his spine being very evident when 
touched. His ribs could easily be felt and
his hips were ‘sharp’ with minimal covering

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Pippa Boyd

DEFENDANT: Male 29, unemployed

OFFENCES: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4 and s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Five 

SENTENCE: Disqualified from 
keeping animals for life; 16  
weeks’ imprisonment.

PROSECUTED BY:  
Nicholas Sutton Solicitors

When interviewed Troy’s owner, who 
smoked cigarettes throughout, said she 
could not afford treatment for him as 
she had satellite television bills to pay. 
When asked what her intentions were 
for Troy she said: “…just to keep him 
comfortable, until he passed away.” She 
did not show any remorse and said: “…
money comes first.”  

To read the full story and see images of 
Troy fully recovered go to: www.rspca.
org.uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Rachael Davies

DEFENDANT: Female 25, mother

OFFENCE: Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4

PLEA: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
One
SENTENCE: Disqualified from 
keeping dogs for five years; a curfew 
between the hours of 9pm and 7am 
for four months; £200 costs.

PROSECUTED BY: Tudur Owen, 
Roberts Glynne & Co. Solicitors

of flesh. His coat was scruffy and appeared
like a coat of a 30-year-old pony rather 
than a young pony.

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport
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A man was seen striking one-day-
old lambs with a walking stick 
on farmland in Gwent. There 
had previously been a number 
of unexplained deaths of young 
lambs from injuries which were 
not consistent with natural causes 
or being attacked by wild animals.

Concerned as to why the lambs were 
dying, the farmer’s nephew carried out 
some surveillance to see what he could 

South Wales
find out. To his horror he saw a man use 
his collie dog to circle a ewe with her 
day-old lambs and then swipe at one of 
the lamb’s front legs with his walking stick. 
The lamb fell to the ground and rolled 
down an embankment. When the ewe ran 
towards her injured lamb, the dog circled 
round to stop her, and the man attacked 
the second lamb. The nephew ran out 
and confronted the man. Police arrived 
and arrested the man for animal cruelty 
and criminal damage, seizing his walking 
stick as evidence. The police found one 
lamb unconscious and another that could 
not stand properly with a suspected 
broken leg.

The lambs were taken to a vet where  
one died from its injuries and the second 
was euthanased on humane grounds. 
The vet found both the lambs’ brains had 
been damaged and confirmed the injuries 
were consistent with blows to their 
bodies by a blunt instrument.  

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Gary Lucas

DEFENDANT: Male 66, retired

OFFENCES: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4

PLEAS: Not guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Two

SENTENCE: Six months’ imprisonment 
suspended for twelve months; 
excluded from entering the land 
owned by the farmer concerned 
during the suspended sentence 
period; £500 costs. 

PROSECUTED BY:  
Martyn Prowel Solicitors

THE VET FOUND BOTH THE LAMBS’ 

BRAINS HAD BEEN DAMAGED AND 

CONFIRMED THE INJURIES WERE 

CONSISTENT WITH BLOWS TO THEIR 

BODIES BY A BLUNT INSTRUMENT.

West Wales
A man who allowed his German 
shepherd and iguana to die in a 
filthy flat suffering “stressful and 
painful deaths” spent Christmas  
behind bars after being sentenced 
to 18 weeks’ imprisonment.

The RSPCA were called to the defendant’s 
property after the discovery of the  
dead dog and iguana by council officials. 
The dog was found lying on a pile of 
clothes in the bathroom and the iguana 
was found dead in a small vivarium. 

Faeces and domestic waste was scattered 
throughout the property and there was 
no sign of food or water available for 
either animal.

When interviewed the man claimed  
the iguana drank six bowls of water a day, 
but post-mortem examinations revealed 
both animals had died of dehydration 
over a period of at least five days.

Magistrates said they felt these were 
“appalling deaths” and they could 
not imagine the suffering and distress 
suffered by the animals.  

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Rohan Barker

DEFENDANT: Male 38, unemployed

OFFENCES: 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4 and s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 
Four

SENTENCE: Disqualified from 
keeping animals for life; 18  
weeks’ imprisonment.

PROSECUTED BY:  
Wilson Devonald Solicitors

“APPALLING DEATHS” AND THEY COULD 

MAGISTRATES SAID THESE WERE 

NOT IMAGINE THE SUFFERING AND 

DISTRESS SUFFERED BY THE ANIMALS.
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Dealing in dogs      
“The commercial exploitation of puppies takes many forms. From the 
nightmare of remote puppy farms, hidden from view, churning out litters of 
puppies that are separated from their mothers at a young age and left to live 
in squalor, to those individuals who transport puppies from as far away as 
Ireland and dealers who sell them, often in poor health, to members of the 
public who believe they are buying pedigree animals.

The RSPCA has had success in 2012 in tackling problems associated with this 
trade in puppies. In part this is because the RSPCA has appointed intelligence 
officers to identify trends and collate information and there has been a 
greater awareness of the problem amongst local authorities and members 
of the public. This has led to greater cooperation and a multi-agency 
approach to taking on those responsible for this trade.”

Hamish Rogers 
RSPCA Prosecutions Department

Organised sale of large numbers of puppies solely for profit
A couple kept puppies in cramped cages as part of an enterprise to sell them to unsuspecting members of the 
public. The puppies were advertised as being very healthy, but would-be buyers were horrified at the condition 
of the puppies when they received them. The operation came to the RSPCA’s attention after an extensive 
investigation into puppy selling, which proved to be an informative insight into the activities of puppy dealers. 

 !!! RSPCA PROSECUTIONS DEPARTMENT

Twelve young puppies were discovered 
housed in filthy, unsuitable conditions 
in cages with no bedding, inside two 
wooden sheds in the rear garden. The 
puppies had no access to food or 
heating. There was a range of breeds, 
including King Charles spaniels, boxers, 
springer spaniels and pugs all around 
seven to twelve weeks old. They were 
in poor condition and some were clearly 
very ill with diarrhoea and respiratory 
issues. The dogs were huddled together 
shivering. Three of the puppies were 
found in a crate with newspaper sodden 
in faeces and urine. RSPCA Inspector 
Jayne Bashford was struck by how quiet 
and lethargic the puppies were. A vet 
concluded they would almost certainly 
have died within days had they not 
been rescued. 

When interviewed the man admitted 
being involved with three large-scale 
puppy dealers who contacted him 
and delivered puppies together with 
mobile telephones to receive calls from 
prospective purchasers. He said that he 

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: 
RSPCA Inspector Jayne Bashford 

DEFENDANTS: Male 45, unemployed; 
female 29, unemployed

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4 
and s9; Pet Animals Act 1951 s1

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 30

SENTENCE: Both defendants disqualified 
from keeping animals for life. The man 
received six months’ imprisonment. The 
woman was sentenced to six months’ 
imprisonment suspended for two years; 
12-month supervision order to include a 
30-day activity programme.

PROSECUTED BY: 
Nicholas Sutton Solicitors

had been selling puppies for around a 
year and admitted that “quite a few” had 
died and that a supplier would simply 
replace them. He claimed he and his 
wife received just £20 or £30 for each 
puppy sold even though some were 
being advertised for as much as £700. 
It was clear from the judge’s comments 
that he was livid and he referred to the 
appalling conditions and suffering of the 
animals but, most poignantly, he said 
the defendants showed “not a shred of 

humanity…”.  He went on to say: “It is 
always easy to ask for mercy, yet you 
showed no mercy to the puppies.”  

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport 
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Forced to live in  
horrific conditions
A couple who bred dogs and 
advertised them for sale on 
various websites was disqualified 
from keeping animals for life after 
the conditions in which they were 
kept were not suitable for humans 
or animals. The dogs were mainly 
springer spaniels, Brittany spaniels 
and collie-type dogs.

When RSPCA Inspector Chris Shaw arrived 
at the property the female defendant 
appeared holding a young, Brittany 
spaniel-type dog. The dog had a swollen 
stomach and there was a brown faecal-like 
substance on the woman’s clothing and 
shoes. While talking she continued to rub 
this substance into her hands.  

The conditions inside were horrific. 
The smell was overwhelming and it was 
extremely humid with an overpowering 
stench of ammonia. Officers entered 
the front room and were surrounded 
by approximately 20 dogs. There was 
insufficient space within the house to 
accommodate so many animals.

Excrement covered the floor, walls, 
most of the furniture and belongings. 
The shoes of those walking around the 
house stuck to the floor to the extent 
where their feet were lifting from their 
shoes as they walked. In one room 
there was a pile of rubbish consisting of 
plastic bags, metal and pieces of plastic 
all covered with excrement. Inspector 
Shaw found a dog crate containing a 
female dog underneath the rubbish. 
The female defendant said she didn’t 
realise there was a dog in there. The dog 
was very thin and in an emaciated state. 
Elsewhere, a puppy was discovered high 
up on a shelf, approximately two metres 
from the ground.

A bitch and her three very small puppies 
were found in a rusty, dirty cage. Their 
coats were stained yellow with urine and 

INVESTIGATING OFFICER: RSPCA Inspector Chris Shaw

DEFENDANTS: Male 53, unemployed; female 51, unemployed

OFFENCES: Animal Welfare Act 2006 s4 and s9

PLEAS: Guilty

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS: 14

SENTENCE: Both disqualified from keeping animals for life; nine weeks’ imprisonment; 
deprivation order in respect of the animals. The defendants appealed and their 
sentence was reduced to nine weeks’ imprisonment suspended for 18 weeks with 
an 18-month supervision order. 

PROSECUTED BY: Wykes O’Donnell Williams Solicitors

there was no food or water available 
to them. Some dogs were seen to be 
suckling from older bitches exacerbating 
their already extremely thin conditions.

The dogs had been left to breed 
uncontrollably, with no weaning occurring 
or any time being allowed for the mothers 
to recover after a litter and regain 
condition. The dogs were fighting amongst 
themselves, a further sign of distress.

A vet confirmed the conditions within 
the house were positively hazardous 
to health. All of the animals bar one 
showed signs of disease and the vast 
majority had heavy worm burdens and 
ear mite infestations from which they 
had been suffering for at least eight 
weeks. The majority of dogs were 
underweight, some emaciated. Some 

of the lactating females were suffering 
from mastitis and had high fevers. All of 
the dogs were suffering from interdigital 
dermatitis as a result of the urine scalds 
and matted faeces. Two of the newborn 
puppies had diarrhoea, probably due to 
parasites and poor sanitation.  

Read the full story at: www.rspca.org.
uk/prosecutions/annualreport

41



Prosecution statistics 2012
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RSPCA FACTS AND FIGURES FOR ENGLAND AND WALES 2012 2011 2010

Calls to 24-hour cruelty line 1,163,428 1,314,795 1,163,240

Complaints of alleged cruelty investigated 150,833 159,759 159,686

Welfare improvement advice and notices dispensed* 78,090 79,174 86,354

Cases reported to RSPCA Prosecutions Department 2,093 2,018 1,830

People reported to RSPCA Prosecutions Department 3,181 3,036 2,777

PROSECUTION OUTCOMES 2012 2011 2010

Convictions secured in the Magistrates’ Courts 4,168 3,114 2,441

Defendants convicted (juvenile offenders) 1,552 (28) 1,341 (24) 1,086 (24)

Defendants with all offences dismissed after evidence 33 25 28

Prosecution success rate at court hearings  
(total defendants convicted as a % of defendants summonsed) 97.9% 98.2% 97.5%

Offenders cautioned** 525 540 472

Offences for which cautioned** 729 780 595

People reported but decision not to prosecute or caution because evidential 
and/or public interest tests not met

974 951 981

Some outcomes from 2012 will relate to persons reported in previous years; some persons reported in 2012 will not have outcomes until 2013 or later

CONVICTIONS FOR CRUELTY AND NEGLECT 2012 2011 2010

Offences of cruelty and other offences contrary to the  
Animal Welfare Act 2006 comprising of: 3,956 2,996 2,363

Offences contrary to section 4 (causing unnecessary suffering) 1,995 1,527 1,496

Offences contrary to section 5 (mutilation) 2 0 2

Offences contrary to section 6 (tail docking) 25 12 18

Offences contrary to section 7 (administration of poison) 4 2 2

Offences contrary to section 8 (fighting) 48 33 10

Offences contrary to section 9 (duty to ensure welfare) 1,806 1,327 793

Offences contrary to section 34 (9) (breach of disqualification) 76 95 44

NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS UNDER THE ANIMAL WELFARE 
ACT 2006 RELATING TO:

2012 2011 2010

Dogs 2,568 2,105 1,726

Cats 635 428 386

Equines 500 230 175

Rabbits 231 170 121

Exotics 152 122 85

Farm Animals 49 22 15

Wild Birds 61 58 27

Small mammals 354 97 96

The number of animals above and the number of convictions elsewhere may be different because one offence can relate to more than one animal 
or multiple offences could have been committed in respect of one animal.

Our inspectors, Prosecutions Department and external lawyers all act to the highest standards. In terms of performance, 
97.9 percent of defendants proceeded against were found guilty. No costs were awarded against the RSPCA and no cases 
were discontinued at the intervention of the Director of Public Prosecutions.

The last three years show year-on-year increases both in the number of cases reported to the Prosecutions Department 
and in convictions achieved. In 2012, around 95 percent of these relate to offences under the Animal Welfare Act 2006.
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Report written by Susan Worsfold, 
RSPCA Prosecutions Communications Officer.
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OFFENCES CONVICTED UNDER: 2012 2011 2010

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 167 79 53

Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 9 14 12

Hunting Act 2004 18*** 8 0

Protection of Badgers Act 1992 7 7 4

Protection of Animals Act 1911 2 1 0

Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980 4 3 1

Deer Act 1991 2 0 0

Pet Animals Act 1951 2 0 0

Welfare of Animals (slaughter and killing) Regulations 1995 1 0 0

SENTENCING OUTCOMES UNDER ALL ACTS 2012 2011 2010

Prison sentences imposed on individuals 86 74 58

Suspended prison sentences imposed on individuals 178 140 84

Community sentences imposed on individuals 772 620 501

Fines imposed on individuals 255 292 249

Conditional discharges imposed on individuals 276 248 198

Absolute discharges imposed on individuals 4 0 1

Disqualification Orders imposed on individuals under the Animal  
Welfare Act 2006**** 1,265 1,100 908

One person can have more than one sentence imposed. 

WELSH PROSECUTION STATISTICS 2012 2011 2010

Cases reported to RSPCA Prosecutions Department 174 146 162

People reported to RSPCA Prosecutions Department 288 220 234

Convictions secured in the Magistrates’ Court 248 239 172

Defendants convicted (juvenile offenders) 91 (1) 84 (1) 64 (1)

Defendants with all offences dismissed after evidence 2 1 11

Offenders cautioned** 61 51 53

Offences for which cautioned** 72 81 84

People reported but decision not to prosecute or caution because evidential 
and/or public interest tests not met

122 70 95

Prosecution costs are subject to audit and figures will be published in the RSPCA’s statutory accounts in due course.  
The figures shown in this report may be subject to change as more information is received.

*Non statutory improvement notices in line with s10 Animal Welfare Act 2006
**Formal non statutory caution – offence has been committed but not in the public interest to prosecute
*** Including four in relation to a hunt as a body corporate
****A disqualification order can be imposed as a penalty in its own right, or it can be additional to any other penalty imposed
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 !!! RSPCA PROSECUTIONS DEPARTMENT
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Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Wilberforce Way, Southwater, Horsham, West Sussex RH13 9RS
Telephone: 0300 1234 999 www.rspca.org.uk
The RSPCA helps animals in England and Wales. Registered charity no: 219099  
The RSPCA only exists because of public donations. An RSPCA in-house publication  4.13
Cover photo: RSPCA Inspector Martin Fletcher  

0 – 49

50 – 99

100 – 149

150 – 200

RSPCA PROSECUTIONS IN 2012
Convictions secured by county

100+
50 to 99
25 to 49
0 to 24

CONVICTIONS


